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‘GST spurring fresh tax terrorism’ (GS Paper-lll:

Bangladeshi politicians urge calm after sectarian
clash raises tension (GS Paper-Il: India-Bangladesh
Relations)
Stronger and surer after Olympiad gold, Vantika
devotes herself to the 64 squares (PCS)

Plastics treaty draft
overlooks key issue:
limiting productlon

IGS Paper Ill: Environment

Jacob Koshy
BUSAN

Following five days of de-
liberation, countries have
thrashed out a prelimin-
ary draft of the Global
Plastics Treaty at the Unit-
ed Nations-led Global Plas-
tic Treaty negotiations in
Busan, South Korea.

However, a group of
about 67 countries, in-
cluding the European Un-
ion (EU) and a coalition of
Pacific Island countries
called the High Ambition
Coalition, has said that the
treaty does not go far
enough to address the
core purpose, which is to
limit production and
trade, and address the
harm posed by many of
the constituent chemicals
used in manufacturing
plastic.

Points of disagreement

The major points of dis-
agreement are proposals
by the EU to have a global

target to reduce the pro-
duction of primary plastic
polymers, steps to imple-
ment strategies, and pro-
grammes to identify the
risks of and protect
against adverse health im-
pacts associated with plas-
tic pollution.

Common ground

The Hindu has learnt that a
group of countries, which
includes Saudi Arabia,
China and India, is in fa-
vour of avoiding any lan-
guage in reference to these
subjects. This is largely be-
cause the manufacture of
polymers, a raw material
for plastic, is a major
industry.

Sources said that chem-
icals that are known to be
hazardous are only includ-
ed in other international
conventions such as the
Rotterdram, Basel, Stock-
holm conventions.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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Plastics Treaty Draft Overlooks
Key Issue: Limiting Production

TaIe® A AWleT qET qog A
ASIIHETS FLAT §: G P
Hifaa e

o Following five days of deliberation, countries
have thrashed out a preliminary draft of the Global
Plastics Treaty at the United Nations-led Global Plastic
Treaty negotiations in Busan, South Korea.

are et T ==l & o, St A WYFT U ganT

I Tellaer cariRes wfYr arat &, S g, gffor
FIRATH g3, Telee conf¥esd W@ F1 Th GRS Falr
R R &

o However, a group of about 67 countries, including
the European Union (EU) and the High Ambition
Coalition, a coalition of Pacific Island countries, has
said that the treaty does not go far enough to address the
core purpose—to limit production and trade and

address the harm posed by many of the constituent
chemicals used in manufacturing plastic.

gTelifeh, FRTeTeT 67 G2 & g, Foraet qxdr &w (EU) 3K
s gdfiv ot #1 g8 vfFaee soaus aifAa g,
&gl & [ 9% O A g4 T—3eure 3R AR A
AT Fa1 3R conies FATOr F 3gAer fFr I are
AT & TRl F FEIAT I & folv gAcd FeHA w80
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Points of Disagreement
IweAfad & fag

e The European Union (EU) has proposed having a global target to reduce the
production of primary plastic polymers.

TURT FG (EU) & WA CeTiRed Gifadd & 3ciGsl &l FF el & fov v dRasw
a8 fAeRa s &1 yEae fear &

e Other proposals include steps to implement strategies and programmes to identify
risks and protect against adverse health impacts associated with plastic pollution.

e gEdrar 7 et 3t AT S o w F Fed afAd § arfe cenfEes
YENUT A I3 FERLT 9T Yidke FeTal B ggeel 1 S §eh 3R 39 §Erd fhar S
qoh |

Common Ground

AT TgAfa

¢ A group of countries, including Saudi Arabia, China, and India, is in favor of avoiding
any language referencing global targets to reduce plastic production.

A 3T, e 3R oRa AR Fo dat 1w, vfed 3cuEd W FA T &
ARTF T8I FT 3oo@ TS T T4 F g&T 7 &

e This is largely because the manufacture of polymers, a raw material for plastic, is a
major industry in these countries.

g AT &9 ¥ SHAV ¢ Fhifh g1 o2l # giferardt F1 fastor, St conridess & faw
FodT A §, T 9@ 36T g

Other Points
T ﬁg

e Chemicals known to be hazardous are already included in other international
conventions such as the Rotterdam, Basel, and Stockholm Conventions.

WA Al STe) dTel IETIAT @ 9ge F &) 3T 3IaRUST Sl Sl WetsH, a3,
3T EerwgH At F anfAe Far = g

Plastics and Production Concerns Raised by Experts

carfes AR 3cued @ 3 Heal W faew=t #r Rraw

e "We absolutely have to have ‘production’ (of plastic polymers) in the text. If not, it will
double by mid-century and the weight of plastic in the ocean will surpass the weight
of fish," said Juan Monterrey, Head of Delegation for Panama, at a press conference on
Friday.

"B UTS H 'SeUIGH (TR UIAHT F) AfHS AT gII| 3R AT AT g3, A
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Ig qQ & AL aF SNAT 81 Srean 3R ASfAAt & gt & Srer carfees 1 aoret
HETEWRT 7 gham," ooTAT & gfafafAse ya@ e Aleedl 3 Y H Th 99
PIhT H Fgll

o The overwhelming scientific evidence links the harm plastics cause to health, from

being found in the placenta to affecting 60% of seafood, said Sivendra Michael,
Permanent Secretary for Environment and Climate Change, Fiji.

TTEeeh & O W AT & aR J Jafas dafas yamor g, ud s@ meaea &
U STl & ol 60% THAT HISTeT T TeTfdc el oo o1 Toieh &, ol & agiaror
3R STerarg aRads & Furl |@fa Rde A @ g1

e "Only about 6% of the harmful chemicals are regulated," Michael told The Hindu.
"shael 6% FIAPRF WA 1 & AT fohar arm §," ASehel o & fog el T
¢ "We are not demonising plastic. It helps our planes and cars get lighter, but we have to

get rid of polluting plastic," said Anthony Agotha, Climate & Environment
Ambassador, representing the EU.

"H CoTiEeeh @l T QN GWT W 81 TS §ARN §ars STglsil AR HRI &I goohl T &,
AfeheT &3 YQUUIFY TeTfi¥esd & PRI UT=l gHTN," TYall T, Siefarg AR aaife)or
Toted, Toegiel JUdT |8 &1 giafaftiea far, o el

Rotterdam Convention

e Objective: The Rotterdam Convention aims to promote shared responsibility and
cooperation in the international trade of certain hazardous chemicals and
pesticides. It ensures prior informed consent (PIC) of importing countries before
the export of such substances.

o 30T UTSH FFHW &I 36T Wellsh THIAT 3N FHreaArerent & sy
SR # Fie SFACRY 3R @gdler & Ferar & 1 I§ GiARead Far § o
uerdf & fAdd ¥ ugel 3R A arer SRt dr qd wgATa &l

e 1998, and entered into force in 2004.

o 1998 #, 3R 2004 # ] g3

e It regulates chemicals like industrial solvents, pesticides, and other harmful

substances.
o HAET WA T§ IeAfAF Aieded, Hiearrn AR 317 giiaers gerdf
GRIEGEZGINI

e Indiais a party to the convention and follows the PIC procedure.

o ¥R 3H TFAAA &1 REAr § 3R PIC 9fshar &1 drefed ST g

Basel Convention

e The Basel Convention aims to reduce the movement of hazardous waste between
nations, especially from developed to developing countries. It ensures
environmentally sound management of hazardous waste.
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o SHA TFAST HT 36437 &2 & T WALATE HaX HT MATSIET I HHA HET 8,
Y &7 O Fr@a O [eada 2 i 3R] Ig WS FIR & TATGONT T
¥ HE gaue AT H B

e 1989, and entered into force in 1992.

o 1989, 3R 1992 # ] g3

e It prohibits the export of hazardous waste to nations without prior consent and
outlines obligations for waste disposal.

o I q9 WEAT & el @t & & T A el § 3R FR & e &
for SFaeRal & W@ifha & g

e Indiais asignatory and has enacted laws like the Hazardous Waste Management
Rules.

o HARA 38 W EARREAT ¢ 3N TAWTH HoR1 goue FT7 AF Fleled 9] A ¢

Stockholm Convention

o This convention aims to eliminate or restrict the production and use of persistent
organic pollutants (POPs) that pose significant risks to human health and the
environment.

o 3 HFACE & 3643T TURN Sifd® 9quenl (POPs) & 3cuigel 3R 3udler & gaAred
7 gfaefOa e &, St A Tareey 3R g3faRer & v sk Sifgs e &=a
gl

¢ 2001, and entered into force in 2004.

e 2001 #, 3R 2004 # ] g3

¢ Includes chemicals like DDT, dioxins, and PCBs.

« A DDT, sE3iifaaea 3R PCBs oI @ A &l

e Indiais a party to the convention and regulates POPs through the Environment
(Protection) Act, 1986.

o HRd 3H HFAT &1 UeThR g 3R gaiavor (wvetor) sfafaas, 1986 & Areqd o
POPs & @I &Tar g1

Recent Updates

o Efforts are underway globally to update the list of chemicals under these conventions.
For instance, the addition of new POPs in the Stockholm Convention and the focus on
e-waste in the Basel Convention.

o dRTH T W 3T FFACHT & Tod THFAT T FIAT I ST Fel & GAE IR 2
3ETEX0T & AT, Teirgld GFATT H AT POPs &l SisaT 3R S0 GF7dT #H $-
FI W I FHigd AT

¢ India continues to strengthen its domestic laws to align with international standards
under these conventions.
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o ¥R 3o TEAWEA & ded HASET HAlThl & T T B Hlofell I Aol
YT TET &

Safe harbour: Fishing boats anchored at the Visakhapatnam Fishing Harbour on Friday following IMD’s alert about Cyclone Fengal that has
formed over southwest Bay of Bengal along the Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu coasts. V. RAJU (REPORT ON PAGE 4)

Cyclone Fengal and Precautionary Measures in
Visakhapatnam

FFald hare 3 femEeeaw & vefaardy deH

Cyclones in the Indian subcontinent are frequent phenomena,
particularly affecting coastal states during the pre-monsoon and post-
monsoon periods. The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) issued
an alert about Cyclone Fengal, which developed over the southwest
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Bay of Bengal, prompting safety measures in Andhra Pradesh and
Tamil Nadu.

e Formation and Location: Cyclone Fengal formed over the southwest Bay of Bengal,
close to the coastal regions of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.

faaTor 3R T ST ot F1 FHTOT SfRyor-af¥ad derer fr @rEr A g3, S 3y
w&er 3N affeang & adg &A% 9 g

e Precautionary Measures in Visakhapatnam:
Fishing boats were anchored at the Visakhapatnam Fishing Harbour following the
IMD’s alert to prevent loss of life and property.

fremaceaqm & wgfaardl Fea: 3ESTAS FHr IdEET & a1, RAEceaH Al
UhsA & WG W A3 I GI&T I@T I dlfeh STefoliael 3R Fufer s geam
ST " |

e Alert Issued: The IMD forecast included warnings of high-speed winds, heavy
rainfall, and potential storm surges affecting coastal areas.

Adraedr I 3MSTHST A et Afa Fr gan3it, Hdr aier, 3R adT &= & ganfad ey
aTel qTelt W T HeATGAT ' UcAraelr &

o Definition: A cyclone is a system of winds rotating around a low-pressure area,
typically causing heavy rains, storm surges, and high-speed winds.

qRETST: WISFANT Teh HF ol drel 819 & IRI 3 gHA drell gaT T Jomell g, S
HAAR TR AR TR, BT g 3R def ga’ e gl

o Bay of Bengal Vulnerability: The Bay of Bengal is more prone to cyclones compared
to the Arabian Sea, largely due to warm sea surface temperatures and geographical
conditions.

el Y WIS A FAGHAdEAT: T H FIE INT WER HT Jofloll F Tharal & fow
3 FaeaNer &, ATI: T FAg Tde dIATE AR sfionfors RRufaar & #ror)

e Naming of Cyclones: Fengal is a name provided as per the World Meteorological
Organization's (WMO) cyclone naming conventions for the Indian Ocean region.

THhaTdl & ATHRIT: FaTe &7 A1 g #gA RAT Forsr (WMO) Fr dIRAT

HAEENR &9 & TIU Tehdld ATHSHIUT WO & degd &ar 4T B

¢ Cyclone Mandous (2023): A recent cyclone affected similar regions, emphasizing the
need for early warning systems and disaster management.

ATgFeleT HIH (2023): Uk FIfIAT Tshald ¥ WA &7 1 wenfaa fawa, foaa
R AATael JuTTeral 3 39er Jatrel i ITaRIehdl W ST &2

e IMD’s Role: The IMD continuously monitors and issues advisories, helping state
governments implement timely evacuation and relief measures.

3mSuASt A i IMSTAS AR IRl &ear § 3 worg Sl & & S
o THRT & AT W A 3R T 3UT o] aal # #Ace [Aerdh g

o Disaster Management Act, 2005: This Act empowers authorities to take proactive steps
to mitigate risks and manage disasters effectively.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

ST gaua IARWRATA, 2005: I8 AFIA ARFRAT & Q@A F7 = 31k
TIETHT T YHTE YT Flad & [T TfHT FHeH 331 HI J™HRI ar B

Economic and Social Impacts of Cyclones

aEFad & s it genfos g

e Economic Losses: Coastal economies face disruptions in fisheries, agriculture, and
infrastructure.

nfdw gifar: a8 srdegawunsit & Fcegurel, $¥, 3R gAAE e 7 e T

gl

¢ Human Displacement: Thousands of families are often displaced, necessitating large-
scale relief efforts.

AT ATy goR aRar farafa & sa &, 59w 93 dae ) gd st @
3TaIHAT gl &l

Tropical Cyclones

Tropical cyclones form over warm ocean surfaces, drawing energy from the
warm, moist air at the ocean's surface.

SSUThICSET Tehald 18 FHGT Holgl W el ¢ 3R U= Foll &
$r Tag W AlgE 9, G G ¥ 9T W

To form and sustain a tropical cyclone, certain conditions are necessary:
o Intense low pressure at the surface combined with high sea surface
temperatures (typically 27°C or higher).

3SUTehfeatT Tehald & AT 3R 9T @ & AT Iag W
ey foie=t caa 3R THAT Telg 1 AYA (AR 9 27°C AT
31f8F) 3maeTs gl

o A deep layer of warm water, which fuels the storm through heat and
moisture.

I A N AE W, S A R A & ATETH @ JHEA B

Foll Jetel Hiar &l
Cyclones generally form during summer months, as ocean waters are at their
warmest, creating ideal conditions.

T IMAAR W AFHA & A 7 S §, 59 FHG & I FoH
I g g oaw e Rufa sadr §1

Low-pressure systems or disturbances, such as the Intertropical Convergence
Zone (ITCZ), often serve as catalysts for cyclone formation.
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=T gaTa gomel AT 37T, S §ecIUshel dhedoid Sllel (ITCZ),
FER Tohdld & [AATIT H 3RS & T H FT A gl

e Cyclones do not form near the equator, as the Coriolis effect—essential for
cyclone rotation—is minimal in this region.

Tehdld ALY IWT & felehe g1 deld FAiTeh 56 &7 H AR
THIG—S Thald & A & foIU 37dede §—FA gidm &

e Regions like the South Tropical Atlantic and Eastern Tropical South Pacific
rarely experience cyclones, as the ITCZ does not extend there, and essential
conditions are absent.

gferor IsureRfeatiy sredifesr 3T qdl Isurenfeathar gfgtor gerd &t
H ThdTd MG & S § FAIF ITCZ TgT dh w7et Tgaar AR
3aeTes et seafead & 8

« Diverging winds in the upper atmosphere, combined with favorable high-
pressure systems, aid cyclone development.

3T agHsS A faueerefier §aTC 3R 3ol 3T &oTd YOIl
Tehald & [drE@ H g siar ol

o Vertically uniform wind shear is crucial for maintaining a cyclone's structure;
otherwise, vertical disintegration occurs.

Tehdld T TITAT I §ATT TW@A & [T FeaTeR TAH arg el

Agcaqol §; 3= FeafeR fyues & e g

« Recent data indicates a rise in tropical cyclones due to global warming, which
has led to higher sea surface temperatures.

Blel & 3{Iehs Taildel dTAdl & SHRUT ISUh{CTid Tsharddl H Fefer
R &, TS 88§ g & AT 31t g I gl

Different Parts of a Cyclone

Different Parts of a Cyclone
Eye and Eyeball

e The eye is the central and typically the calmest part of a cyclone.
TehdTd & '@ TTHT FT 3R AR W T AT HET g g
« Itis circular or oval-shaped with clear skies and light winds.
g el AT 3STHR 3THR AT BIdT &, [oTad ATh AT HR goahr
gare gidr €1
e The size of the eye generally ranges from 15 to 30 km.

3G & SR IAAC W 15 30 fFadeT deo giar 2
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e The eyeball is the region surrounding the eye and is the most intense part of a
cyclone.

3@ & ART 3R T & '3Sdlol Pgolldl g, 3R Tg Thdrd T I
e #1797 Ber g

e It consists of towering thunderstorms with the strongest winds and heaviest
rainfall.

TE ST JHET TGAT ¥ T i g, ot 98 ot gard 3R ARy
aw gl g1

e The eyeball width typically ranges from 30 to 36 km.
3TSaleT T TISE HAAR WX 30 & 36 fheliAeX gl gl

Rain Bands

« Rain bands are spiraling clouds extending outward from the cyclone's center.
T &g Tohald & &g @ Y A AR el §U GA aTel SIgel & §
e These bands appear as an umbrella-like structure and bring intermittent rainfall.

Y S o IR FH fg@d & 3R -3 X IR a1 g1

Overall Cyclone Size

o The overall size of a cyclone can be about 600 to 700 km in diameter,
depending on the intensity.

Tshdld T Fel MR FHRT il R AR T & 3R Fg o9mem9T
600 & 700 el #HIeT I T & ThaT B

Formation of Tropical Cyclone

Point-wise Explanation with Hindi Translation

e Warm Ocean Water and ITCZ Influence
As ocean water becomes warm enough, combined with the influence of the
Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ), low-pressure areas slightly away
from the equator begin to form. The Coriolis force helps these winds spiral
inward over the low-pressure zone.

SIS §Hg T Ul 9hed a3 g1 ST § 3R $8e |y 3sdEes
(SIS Foaotd Jiled) HI FHT BT &, dl ALY @1 q A I
foieT cara &1 oeTalT & B STl &1 FIRNT T goT garsit wr
fesT gara & A IR gES F Acg T g
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e Heat and Moisture Transport by Winds
Winds over the ocean surface absorb heat and moisture, spiraling cylindrically
upward around the low-pressure area, which is now called the "eye" of the
cyclone.

HAG T FAg W gal AT AR A T 3T A § AR e
garg 819 & IRI 3N @iy & §9 A IR &1 3T gAd §, 5 39

TohaTd T "IG" HET ST ¢

o Condensation and Cloud Formation
As the winds rise, condensation occurs, leading to vertical cloud formation.
This releases latent heat, which heats the surrounding cylindrical region further,
causing the rising winds to strengthen and amplify surface low pressure.

I gAI0 I 3&dT & dF et g &, oay FeatR died ded 2
Ig I[ed FSAT (lee €IT) BISdT 8, Sl IRT 3R & [{eisy &7 &1 3R
mmﬁ,mjocﬂgésqm HSTT gl & 3 Fagl et gara

A Jordl gl

e Formation of Eye Wall
The cylindrical structure accumulates more heat and moisture, forming the
"eye wall," a ring of towering cumulonimbus clouds with intense rainfall and
strong winds.

$r QAR T §, S 3 FYFYefAaH dgell T T ST gl g,
S e a1y et 3R der gare giar g
e Rain Bands

Some rain bands stretch out from the eye wall, contributing to heavy rainfall in
areas far from the cyclone's center.

$S SR AT gefedT W & JaR & Aheldl ¢, ST Ishdld & &g &
T &t A SRy ast 7 e & €
e Uniform Wind Shear and Upper Air Divergence

For further intensification, uniform vertical wind shear and upper-level
divergence of winds are necessary.

31T el & T, SEaTeR 9 & FAE serd (a5 eR) AR S

T 9T g1l T FaeleT 39T giam gl

e Fully Developed Tropical Cyclone
When all these conditions are fulfilled, a tropical cyclone forms, characterized
by a well-defined eye, an eye wall, strong surface winds, cumulonimbus cloud
formations, and rain bands. This system leads to severe weather conditions,
including heavy rains, strong winds, and storm surges.

oie T gt aRTEfaar qf & Sl 8, @ Teh Ssurenieatiir Tshard
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FYFYellfiad digel T, 3N STRRr sl qefedr gidl §1 I§ Jomel
HRY STRET, AT gar3it, 3R Ty ol S i Aiger & eafaar
e Sl gl

Naming of cyclones:

o Tropical cyclones are named internationally after the meeting and decision by WMO
and UNESCAP (United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and
Pacific).

e The naming was begun to clarify news of two distinct cyclones over the same region.

Oath Administered to

PCcs i
. . Newly Elected BJP, RLD
UP: Speaker a ers oath {0 MLASs in Uttar Pradesh

newly elected BIRRIDMLAS - 5z ey 3 ora-Forefifire

Uttar Pradesh Assembly Speaker Satish Mahana

on Friday administered the oath to the newly CIE L] SﬁT IRTAST

elected BJP and RLD MLAs. Voting for the .

byelections in nine Assembly seats was held on fa'm qﬂ‘ ATy fa'a'[é'
November 20 and the results declared on

November 23. Six BJP MLAs and one of Rashtriya ;Té-

Lok Dal were elected. The Samajwadi Party

bagged two — Karhal and Sisamau. Ramveer

Siangggh (Kundarki), Deepak Patel (Phulpl.u'), . Uttar Pradesh Assembly Speaker
Surendra Singh (Khair reserved), Sanjeev Sharma ,[Stf‘t's h I\I/Iahlanta g%rg‘g"sﬁreé{tg?\f&h to
(Ghaziabad), Dharmaraj Nishad (Katehari), Fr? dr;i/w y electe an son
Suchismita Maurya (Majhawan) and Mithlesh Pal '

(Meerapur) of the RLD took the oath. en 3 WX fAUTARe SreARr el Fgwr o

YFHAR H da-faata fiadr 3tk 3mues:

et # Uy eS|
e Voting for the byelections in nine Assembly seats was held on November 20, and the
results were declared on November 23.

a%ﬁmmaﬁﬁ#wgm%ﬁvmzomaﬁgmmaﬂ?qﬁmzsm

1 OI¥d fhT arv|
e Six BJP MLAs and one Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) MLA were elected.
oe diodl faurs 3R v TSI AF g (IRTAS)) fAURd g 0|
e The Samajwadi Party bagged two seats — Karhal and Sisamau.

HATSAE) UTet ¥ F¥ger 3R RAu#s 7 qr HiE S
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e The MLAs who took the oath include:
AIY oA drel faemgeshr A enfAer g

o Ramveer Singh (Kundarki)
THEAR f{E (FeTeh)

o Deepak Patel (Phulpur)
A 9T (FTR)

o Surendra Singh (Khair, reserved)
Tz Rig (@, 3RfEa)

o Sanjeev Sharma (Ghaziabad)
TSI AAT (INTAITETE)

o Dharmaraj Nishad (Katehari)

TS fawrg (FeEd)

o Suchismita Maurya (Majhawan)
ghafaar # (Fzmae)

o Mithlesh Pal (Meerapur, RLD)
fRrarerer 9rer (FRTYR, 3T

Silica mining: NGT asks CPCB to
prepare pan-India guidelines

‘Mining poses health risks to people working in plants or residing nearby’; green court directs the

Uttar Pradesh government to create necessary medical infrastructure without further delay

|GS Paper lIl: Environment |

Nikhil M Babu
NEW DELHI

he National Green
T Tribunal (NGT) on

Friday directed the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to prepare
detailed pan-India guide-
lines for silica sand mining
and silica washing plants
within three months.

A silica sand washing
plant is used to remove im-
purities and contaminants
from silica sand. Both min-
ing and washing pose
health risks to people
working in the plants or re-
siding nearby. They also
cause silicosis, an occupa-
tional lung disease caused
by prolonged inhalation of
silica dust.

The green court was
hearing a petition on illegal
silica sand mining in Uttar
Pradesh.

“CPCB is directed to
prepare detailed guide-

Prolonged inhalation of silica dust can cause silicosis, an
occupational lung disease. FILE PHOTO

lines in respect of silica
sand mining and silica
washing plants, to be fol-
lowed and observed by the
concerned Statutory Regu-
lators while granting per-
mission for mining and
washing plants and circu-
late the same to all con-
cerned within three
months,” a Bench of the
NGT comprising of Chair-
person Justice Prakash
Shrivastava, Judicial Mem-

ber Sudhir Agarwal, and
expert member A. Senthil
Vel said in a judgment.

On the health hazards,
the Bench stated, “State of
Uttar Pradesh and Uttar
Pradesh Pollution Control
Board, in consultation and
coordination with the con-
cerned departments of
State, shall take immediate
steps to provide special-
ised health care facilities in
the areas where mining

lease holders are operating
silica sand mines. Neces-
sary medical infrastruc-
ture for prevention and
treatment of affected work-
ers shall be arranged with-
out any further delay,”

Pulling up the authori-
ties, the court said, “In the
operation of silica sand
mines, a lot of irregulari-
ties have been found, and
even the attitude and per-
formance of the concerned
authorities does not fulfil
the requirement of law.”

The green court also im-
posed penalties on various
private companies en-
gaged in miningrelated
activities.

“The court has now di-
rected the CPCB to come
up with nationwide guide-
lines to solve this problem
and we hope that it will
make a difference,” said
advocate Rohit Kumar Tu-
teja, the advocate for the
petitioner in the case.

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

@PATRIOTICIAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

Silica Mining: NGT asks CPCB to prepare pan-India
guidelines

fafesr @ el o e @ @ 69Ra & fav
feem-fader IR A+ Fer

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Friday directed the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) to prepare detailed pan-India guidelines for silica sand mining and
silica washing plants within three months.

ATl AT Regarer (TS o AR FE wqwor fFor §tS (Fdiehd) w
fafas dz A 3k Ao aifder coew F v ds #da & fiax -y o
el a1 fager feam

Silica washing plants are used to remove impurities but pose risks such as silicosis, a
lung disease caused by prolonged exposure to silica dust.

faferenr aifdier cefie 3Rl gee & fav 39 fae ara §, afea e s
AR 3cdeeT A 8, ot RIS g & &id §ud 4 gl &

The petition was about illegal silica sand mining in Uttar Pradesh.

e 3eR 9w A 3dy fAfewr Az Ao a gefaa o

The CPCB must circulate these guidelines to all concerned authorities within three
months.

it 1 & fGen-fader @eft Fafea wifteon & dieT #det & ik 9aTRa el
gier|

The judgment was passed by a Bench comprising Justice Prakash Shrivastava,
Sudhir Agarwal, and A. Senthil Vel.

Ig 0T =rHfd gwrer AMareaed, gUR serare, iR v df@¥a dadr dis & e

The Uttar Pradesh government and State Pollution Control Board were instructed to
set up specialised health care facilities without delay in areas with silica sand mines.

3 o WIHR IR T wquyor fAg=or 1S &1 fafasr ds Ay are &t # g
ALY AT AT R TS el 1 fder feam aram|

Penalties were imposed on various private companies involved in mining-related
activities.

gelel afafaferat # enfAe e fash Fafaat o saAfar semar amm)
Advocate Rohit Kumar Tuteja said nationwide guidelines could bring change.

qehlel AT FAR FEATA gl & Gereard feur-fAder seara a1 devd &

National Green Tribunal (NGT)

Introduction

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) is a specialized judicial body established under the
National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 to handle cases related to environmental
protection and conservation of forests and other natural resources.
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TSI gRA TAHIOT (TASNE) T AV =R AT § 59 gataror @wefor ik
gl Ud 3T Yihideh FHTEEAT & HETOT & Fftd AHA T oo & v asdr
R rffevor rff@Awe, 2010 F dga Tafa Far =r g1

e Objectives
o Expedite the disposal of cases related to environmental protection.

QATaR0T GI&T0T & HeTod ATHA! l caikd [H9eRT |

o Provide effective and inexpensive legal remedies to individuals and
organizations.

SATFdl 3R WIS T FHTET 3R TEA Flefeil A6 IeTeT LAl

o Enforce the right to a clean and healthy environment as guaranteed under
Article 21 of the Indian Constitution.

HRAT HIGUTT & e 21 % dgd Yed Faeo AR T8y 9ol &
HEHR &l o6 LT

e Jurisdiction
o Covers all civil cases related to environmental laws mentioned in Schedule | of
the NGT Act, such as the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,
1974, and the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.

TASTEr & HRAAIRAT ToANEr Jiftfras dr e | 7 sfoaf@d uafazor
Al  HTd Tl AMEIRE ATHA I FHat Fcl g, ST STel (FGHOT
fAaRor 3R fozEon) sifafaae, 1974 3R 9 (Fquor fdaror 3R fgEo)
sfafags, 19811

e Structure
o Headed by a Chairperson appointed by the Central Government in consultation
with the Chief Justice of India.

I IETET & aicjed H BT &, [0 9 & HE&T ~aramefier & WA Sl
&g TR gaNT gad & S g

o Has expert members with knowledge of environmental issues.
$EH qARONT Hegh Hi SRl W are [aaweT Jee gid gl

e Recent Updates
o The NGT has passed landmark judgments, including bans on sand mining and
strict guidelines for industrial pollution.

TAoiel o ¥ @eie W wfaeyr 3R e gqwor & fow g fer-fader
o tfaeriaes v Reu gl

Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB)

e Introduction
The Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) is a statutory organization under the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC), established in
1974 under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1974.

FERT FeuT fdEer &S (Hrde) gafeRor, & 3R Sfearyg aRade Farer
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(MOEFCC) & 3tie war denfeieh HeraeT &, @ el (ot fanor i faason)
JffATH, 1974 & dgd 1974 H Taiug A a=ar |

e Functions
o Monitor and control air and water pollution in the country.

& A arg AR FTor egwor i FeRmEh 3R A e

o Advise the Central Government on environmental matters.
GO ATHGT W &g EHR H Hellg ool

o Conduct research on environmental issues and suggest solutions.
UATERUNT Heal R IJHUT Sl AR FHATT G|

¢ Key Initiatives
o National Air Quality Monitoring Program (NAMP): Monitors air quality across

cities.
TS GG I[UTaT IR Srdshe (NAMP): 2161 & aRg J[0Taem &l HaRrer
FLAT gl
o Ganga Action Plan (GAP): Focuses on cleaning the Ganga river.
IR F ANSTAT (GAP): 91T AT T TS W Higd &

e Recent Updates
o Released updated air quality indices for major Indian cities in 2023.

2023 H YAY AR AT & fIT 3eadel ary I[oraar Fyashish TR R |
o Strict regulations on single-use plastics.

Tehel-39819T CTféeeh T HEd fgd 9] fhu|
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Supreme Court calls for tree
census, supervisory body
over Tree Officer in Delhi

IGS Paper Ill: Environment

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day highlighted the need
for a tree census in the na-
tional capital and contem-
plated the creation of a su-
pervisory authority over
the Tree Officer under the
Delhi Preservation of Trees
Act, 1994.

“To supervise permit’
“Apart from tree census...
that order we are going to
pass... we also want to
create an authority. That
authority will verify wheth-
er the Tree Officer has
done a proper job. Some-
body has to supervise the
permission granted [for
felling trees],” a Bench of
Justices Abhay S. Oka and
Augustine George Masih
observed.

The provisions of the
1994 Act, which provide
for preservation of trees in
the National Capital Terri-
tory (NCT) of Delhi, deal
with the establishment and
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The Supreme Court said that somebody has to supervise the

permission granted for felling trees. FILE PHOTO

duties of the tree authority
and appointment of a Tree
Officer.

The Bench was hearing
an application seeking to
restrain the Delhi govern-
ment from allowing felling
of trees without the top
court’s permission.

On November 22, the
Supreme Court proposed
to set up a committee of ex-
perts and to direct that the
permission granted for fell-
ing of trees in Delhi not be
implemented without the
panel’s nod.

Referring to the deplet-
ing tree cover in the na-

tional capital, it had ob-
served that the committee
of experts would look into
the permission granted by
the tree authority and the
Tree Officers appointed
under the 1994 Act.

The Bench had referred
to Section 7(b) of the 1994
Act, which said the tree
authority would be respon-
sible for carrying out the
census of existing trees
and obtaining, whenever
considered necessary, de-
clarations from all owners
or occupants about the
number of trees in their
lands.
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Supreme Court calls for tree census, supervisory
body over Tree Officer in Delhi

oo FIE & Rl F a5t A o AR & afowd w
foeRrE e $r Awr i

e The Supreme Court on Friday highlighted the need for a tree census in the national
capital and contemplated the creation of a supervisory authority over the Tree Officer
under the Delhi Preservation of Trees Act, 1994.

FANA FIE 7 YFAR H T ATl 7 43T Y a0 7 a2’ W AR &z7r 3k
feeelt 931 & wvator arfafaere, 1994 & FEa & FfFRH W v R e sam W
faar foRam|

e “To supervise permit”, the court stated, “Apart from tree census... we also want to
create an authority. That authority will verify whether the Tree Officer has done a
proper job. Somebody has to supervise the permission granted [for felling trees],” a
Bench of Justices Abhay S. Oka and Augustine George Masih observed.

“IqAfa A FERE F e, srered @ Fer, 98t Ay AT & I §A T ARl
o off ST aed &1 I8 T I8 Icaiid e R & s S 39er Fe
e O fohar & a1 ET| 95T T @ers & fAv & a9 IeTATT S R He areln i
gl =ifge,” g feouoh =amaafe s T, 3w 3R sifarfes et A s A
I

e The provisions of the 1994 Act provide for the preservation of trees in the National
Capital Territory (NCT) of Delhi and deal with the establishment and duties of the tree
authority and appointment of a Tree Officer.

1994 yRfATA & gyt el & TET Terem=! &7 (i) # 93t & "@aor & fov
¢ IR T8 & NitEToT i FATET 3N 3ES St IR s A FgFa @
Tefad gl

e The Bench was hearing an application seeking to restrain the Delhi government from
allowing the felling of trees without the Supreme Court’s permission.

dis T FTHN R FoAars X @ A Fad oo awwr :1 ghe I H 3egAta &
TSI 98Y Y FeTs Fr Soloid Sd F Uehel T IIE fohar /=T aAT|

e On November 22, the Supreme Court proposed to set up a committee of experts and
to direct that the permission granted for felling of trees in Delhi not be implemented
without the panel’s nod.

22 AT B GHA FE A T v afdfy sa= &1 geae g7 ik g8 W e &
ool & 98t & Fer & fav & 715 gAfd FfAfT & Tpia & &= oy 7 & S|

e Referring to the depleting tree cover in the national capital, the court observed that the
committee of experts would look into the permission granted by the tree authority and
the Tree Officers appointed under the 1994 Act.

TSC ASAUTAT H e 95 R A1 {6 HA §U 3raTera o Fgl fo Ao afdfea 1994
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Ffafaam & qed Fgea & srftewmRat i S witewor ganrr & 718 AT & S

HE|

o The Bench referred to Section 7(b) of the 1994 Act, which stated that the tree
authority would be responsible for carrying out the census of existing trees and
obtaining declarations from all owners or occupants about the number of trees on their
lands whenever necessary.

95 oF 1994 rfafarasy S arr 7(f) Fr garer f&ar, 5@ wgr = § 6 & wiftsor
AiSEr 98t dr AT A IR TS gl W Gl AMferent AT HarfEar & Serehr
STHIAT 9T A IS T §&a1 & R # =INUNT 9ied ¥ & v fSFAgr gl

Gaganyatris
have finished
initial training,
says ISRO

[GS Paper IIl: S&T |

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

The Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on Fri-
day said that astronauts
and Group Captains Shub-
hanshu Shukla and Pra-
santh Balakrishnan Nair,
who have have been select-
ed for the upcoming Ax-
iom-4 mission to the Inter-
national Space Station
(ISS), have completed the
initial phase of training.
“Towards the goal of ac-
complishing a joint ISRO-
NASA effort to the Interna-
tional Space Station, the
two Gaganyatris assigned
for Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4)
commenced their training
in the U.S. from first week
of August. The initial phase
of their training has been
completed successfully,”
ISRO said. It added that
during this phase of train-
ing, the Gaganyatris have
completed initial orienta-
tions for mission-related
ground facility tours, Spa-
ceX suit-fit checks and se-
lected space food options.
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Gaganyatris have finished initial training,
says ISRO

MMEAAEAT o IR gfdramor @ fvam, s /
T

. The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) on Friday announced
that astronauts and Group Captains Shubhanshu Shukla and Prasanth
Balakrishnan Nair, selected for the Axiom-4 mission to the International
Space Station (ISS), have completed the initial phase of training.

YhAR T ARCT IHARET T HTS (SERT) o ©IVoT Y foh a7 Freeet
Y YFet AHR WA ArenFOET AR, e AfFasna-4 e & fav
FAWISET HaRer T (ISS) W AT AT, A 39T IRAF gfvator @ ¢

forr g

. Towards the joint ISRO-NASA effort for the International Space Station,
the two Gaganyatris assigned to Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4) began their
training in the U.S. from the first week of August.

HAWTSET IHafker TUT & [0 SHA-AAT F WIFT TAW & g, HFANA
R 4 (Ax-4) F for A1fAT & AT o 3ANET & 39Fq & ggo GedE
¥ 37T FRIETOT Y& T

. The initial phase of training included mission-related ground facility
tours, SpaceX suit-fit checks, and selecting space food options.

IR giRIeTor & e & w&faa a3z $RRd @ Wwrew g e am,
IRV 3 RAwedt w1 w2+ afde |

. ISRO stated that the initial phase of training was completed
successfully.

SEU o el foh URTAF WiARTOr FT AXOT WhAAT a0 AT T
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‘Restore loans from NABARD’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

As the National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment (NABARD) has
severely cut the short-term
agricultural credit limit to

Karnataka, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah called on
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in New Delhi on Fri-
day and sought to restore
the credit limit to the State
by NABARD in the current
fiscal year.

Restore loans from NABARD
AT @ HOT Ge: dgTel Y

e Asthe National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD) has

severely cut the short-term agricultural credit limit to Karnataka, Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah met Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Friday and sought
to restore the credit limit to the State in the current fiscal year.
FR 3k aefior fFFw F v wda 35 () GEr FaeE F AT sevEfas FR
#OT A1 F oY Fekdt fhe S & a1g, AT RquRATT & qHar w1 7§ e 7
TUTAAA g AN FoAhdd T 3R gdA fadig a¥ & T57 & faw Hor dar H
Qef: STl el ol e R

e Mr. Siddaramaiah said NABARD has created a “serious alarm” among farmers of the

State by reducing its lending by 58% in 2024-25, from ¥5,600 crore in 2023-24 to
¥2,340 crore for 2024-25.

Mr. Siddaramaiah said
NABARD has created a “se-
rious alarm” among the
farmers of the State by re-
ducing its lending by 58%
in 2024-25, from 5,600
crore during 202324 to
32,340 crore for 2024-25.

A RICURHATT & Fgl fF AWE o I & FFaET & dfig “asfR RAar scaes w7 & &
FIIfH 3T 2024-25 H 379s7 FKUT &Y 58% de =eT f&ar &, St 5 2023-24 & ¥5,600
FUS T G 2024-25 H ¥2,340 FUS & 147 gl

NABARD

Finance.

Historical Context

e Established: 1982 under the NABARD Act, 1981.
e Ownership: Fully owned by the Government of India.
e Parent Ministry: Functions under the Department of Financial Services, Ministry of

e Role: Apex Supervisory Body for Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), State Cooperative
Banks (StCBs), and District Cooperative Central Banks (DCCBS).
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1. Formation Recommendation:
o Initiated by the Committee to Review the Arrangements For Institutional
Credit for Agriculture and Rural Development (CRAFICARD) was
constituted by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on March 30, 1979, at the
insistence of the Government of India. The committee was chaired by Shri B.
Sivaraman, a former member of the Planning Commission, and was tasked
with evaluating and improving the framework for institutional credit in
agriculture and rural development.
o The interim report emphasized creating an apex institution focused on rural
credit.
2. Inception:
o Began operations on 12 July 1982.
o Initially capitalized at Rs. 100 crore, later increased to Rs. 14,080 crore by
2020.
o Inaugurated by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on 5 November 1982.

Core Functions

e Refinancing:
o Acts as an apex financing agency supporting RRBs, cooperative banks, and
commercial banks.
o Provides credit for agriculture, rural development, and allied activities.
e Banking Supervision:
o Supervises cooperative and rural banks.
o Conducts inspections and monitoring to ensure effective rural credit systems.
o Development Activities:
o Initiatives like SHG-Bank Linkage Programme, natural resource
management, and support for agricultural productivity.

International Collaborations

e World Bank: Advises and funds agricultural and rural development projects.

e UNDP: Collaborates on data-driven agricultural innovations for smallholder farmers.

o KfW (Kreditanstalt fir Wiederaufbau) (Germany): Partners on watershed and tribal
development programs.

e Women's World Banking: Promotes financial inclusion for women under the Jan
Dhan Plus Program.

Regional and Structural Presence

e Head Office: Mumbai, India.

e Regional Offices: Present in all states, with 31 offices and 336 district-level offices.

e Leadership: Managed by a Chief General Manager (CGM) at regional offices and
Directors at the head office.

Subsidiaries

e NABKISAN: Supports farmer producer organizations (FPOs) with credit assistance.
e NABSAMRUDDHI: Focuses on non-farm activities and microfinance.
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NABFINS: Provides microcredit to SHGs and JLGs.
NABFOUNDATION: Executes impactful rural development projects.
NABCONS: Consultancy for agriculture and allied sectors.
NABVENTURES: Invests in agri-tech and rural startups.
NABSanrakshan: Focuses on credit guarantee activities.

Key Programs and Innovations

e Rural Innovation Fund (RIF): Supports unconventional experiments in agriculture
and rural sectors.

e Rural Infrastructure Development Fund (RIDF): Funds projects like irrigation, rural
roads, education, and health.

e Umbrella Programme for Natural Resource Management (UPNRM): Direct lending
for sustainable resource management.
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A liberal arts degree is worth much more than realised

|GS Paper llI: Skilling, Employment and Humanity Sub]ertﬁ

e are all too familiar with the

recession of 2008 and its

subsequent impact on the decline

of the humanities and more
generally, the liberal arts, in North America and
Europe. In the context of the ‘existential crisis’
facing classic liberal arts programmes, questions
have often centred on their relevance and
whether they offer tangible ‘real-world’ skills,
resulting in a diverse range of outstanding career
outcomes. An article in The New Yorker, “The end
of the English major”, published in 2023, argued
that traditional liberal arts study has become the
‘quaint province of a privileged elite, comprising
students who do not expect a return on their
investment and can afford to spend time on
unremunerative pursuits’.

The ‘getting a job’ concern

As a result, liberal arts degrees face increasing
criticism in policy discussions for failing to equip
students with the knowledge and the skills valued
in the labour market, often leading to inadequate
financial returns on their educational
investments. Given the discursive link between
higher education and job prospects,
domain-specific experts and counsellors advise
aspiring high school graduates to pursue degrees
in business, finance and economics, in order to
secure jobs. The statistics are striking: in 1966,
14% of all college graduates in the United States
were majors in the humanities (central to the
liberal arts); by 2010, that figure dropped by half
to only 7%. The discourse is not simply limited to
the low likelihood of finding jobs after a liberal
arts degree, but also suggests that associated
majors are concerned only with abstract ideas.
This might have something to do with the context
within which liberal arts emerged in early
modern Europe, as a means of avoiding manual
labour or working with hands. A liberal arts
education that combined humanities with science
was thought to produce a ‘thinking’ individual. In
many ways, the idea of a liberal arts education
seems antithetical to expectations of regional
development that involves some technical
training and knowledge. Despite its beginning,
liberal arts have evolved in practice to be so much
more.

Liberal arts enable students to comprehend
those things that quite literally make us human.
The skills that they cultivate in reasoning and
critical thinking are every bit as important to
future success in the workplace as learning to
code, calculate, or raise capital. To paraphrase
the longest serving President of Harvard

Nirmala Rao

Vice-Chancellor,
Krea University

That liberal arts
students have
no concern for
the real world
is a weak claim

University, Charles Eliot, a liberal arts education
teaches a student a little bit of everything, and a
great deal of one thing. Given such a powerful
approach to generating scholars possessed of
all-round disciplinary, and indeed, life skills, it
appears peculiar that anyone would want to
quibble with the exciting possibilities of such an
outcome. Let us also note that while liberal arts is
experiencing a decline in North America, it has
seen a re-emergence in Europe and shows no sign
of abating. Only five years ago, the University of
Nottingham, U.K., opened a new liberal arts
programme, promising that this new initiative
will enable students to explore what it means to
be human. Today more than 20 universities in the
U.K. offer some form of liberal arts and sciences
programme. For some, this re-emergence has
arisen partly as a corrective to the region’s more
recent over-specialisation in education.

Towards the east, a decade ago, in Hong Kong,
a major educational overhaul saw numerous
institutions move from a British-style three-year
degree model to a U.S.-style four-year model,
with the aim of incorporating the greater breadth
evident in a ‘liberal arts” approach. This
compromise between the full breadth of a liberal
arts degree and the specialised approach of a
traditional British-style bachelor has also been
taken up in other parts of Asia, where liberal arts
is often seen as a component of a specialised
degree, rather than being offered as a degree in
its own right. The idea is that specialised
education can be supplemented with a
humanistic approach to produce a well-rounded
individual who practises critical thinking.

The world versus India
So, as an international phenomenon, the
promotion of liberal arts education emerged
within countries usually as a combination of
indigenous educational reform movements and
inchoate transnational advocacy networks. Of
course, now there is universal consensus that
liberal education prepares students well for life in
a globalised, multicultural, society — one that
makes them more aware of a variety of cultures
and the need to communicate effectively across
cultural differences; teaches them to evaluate
new ideas with evidence; and formulate opinions,
not make assumptions. Today’s students also
want an education that will address their desires
for justice, service and self-expression, while
equally wanting to develop the non-cognitive
skills that will allow them to be successful in a
globally competitive job market.

India offers an intriguing case in point. For a

nation where higher education has traditionally
focused on professional courses, including
engineering and medicine, the last couple of
decades has witnessed a sudden interest in liberal
arts education. Businesses, non-governmental
organisations, and government entities
increasingly recognise that a discipline-specific
technical education alone is not sufficient for the
wholesome growth of the country’s economy and
society. ‘Soft skills’, which can be honed through
a classical liberal arts education, are crucial in
this context. While the rapid development of
liberal arts in India has been welcomed by
several, others ask — and, quite rightly — whether
students will get jobs after liberal arts training;
whether liberal arts is suitable for a developing
country; whether critical thinking skills help
students solve India’s societal problems —
poverty, hunger, caste, and class inequalities.

Preparing students to be global citizens

Even for parents without the experience of
studying for a degree, it does not take too much
imagination to produce a ‘usefulness’ argument
in favour of encouraging their children to take a
scientific or technological subject. Even pure
science holds out the prospect of a practical
application one day. But for the liberal arts, the
arguments are much more nuanced. The liberal
arts impart the so-called soft skills associated with
how to think for yourself, how to research and
find things out for yourself, and how to
communicate the results to other people. And
there is a lot of truth in this. It is for these reasons
that the new generation of liberal arts institutions
in the country pioneered a model of education
that appeals to several stakeholders. Employers
highlight the communication skills and the
creativity that liberal arts students bring to their
workplaces and praise their ability to engage with
multidisciplinary teams for effective
problem-solving and creative thinking.

The technique of threading different kinds of
content, conversations, and curriculum is the
genius of the faculty in liberal arts institutions,
who curate and incorporate the best of substance
and knowledge in terms of interdisciplinary and
experiential learning, the use of technology, and
mentorship to attract young minds towards the
best educational experience and to prepare them
to be global citizens.

Evidently, we can no longer make the claim
that liberal arts students have no concern for the
real world. They are proving otherwise. They are
taking over the world, one interwoven lesson at a
time.

A liberal arts degree is worth much more than realised

faaa aréw Bt v 3rwcl FFT 3TT Fér AHAF ¢
fara=T gH= S @

e We are all too familiar with the recession of 2008 and its subsequent impact on the
decline of the humanities and more generally, the liberal arts in North America and

Europe.
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&7 g3t 2008 & &Y 3R sUF a1 F woEr ¥ e W IRFT &, o A=fad
IR AT &9 fawe ITEH oY 3R ARG 3R AT & gern)

e In the context of the ‘existential crisis’ facing classic liberal arts programmes, questions
have often centred on their relevance and whether they offer tangible ‘real-world’ skKills,
resulting in a diverse range of outstanding career outcomes.

‘Hedca §He & FeH #H, St IRIRSF ToIakel T FRAKAT T AHAT F I§ &, FaTe
3FEY 3oTeh! TR 3R &1 d I ‘aredfas® gfadr & slerer Jere aid §, 58 W
Fied W § oas aRomarass s FRaw oot & o [Bfaw @er scdet g
gl

e An article in The New Yorker, “The end of the English major”, published in 2023,
argued that traditional liberal arts study has become the ‘quaint province of a
privileged elite’, comprising students who do not expect a return on their investment
and can afford to spend time on unremunerative pursuits.

The New Yorker & YehlfId U o, “g%rarﬁmmaia”,a’rzozsﬁmagm o,
T gl AT foh aRUR foeer 3T reaae 39 ‘v RAANFR groa Felia a9
Rt & 551 g 8, fowst @ o anfAe § S el fAaer v aroddr v 3Ee 6
A R FFET 1 3Adf@e = ) T F FT @Y 36T Tohd gl

The ‘getting a job’ concern

‘AR ureT F A Rar

e As aresult, liberal arts degrees face increasing criticism in policy discussions for failing
to equip students with the knowledge and the skills valued in the labour market, often
leading to inadequate financial returns on their educational investments.

gRUTHTGEY, foeer 3ca BT o Nfa aai3il &7 sgdr Tera=r3it &1 T a1
USdl & Fifh I ©El S HH GR & Hegdled Al 3N i F ofF Ha H faher
TEd g, S 3R 3o dfere fAdel W e fodir wfawer &1 &RoT §a1ar 2

e Given the discursive link between higher education and job prospects, domain-specific
experts and counsellors advise aspiring high school graduates to pursue degrees in
business, finance, and economics, in order to secure jobs.

mﬁmwmmﬁﬁaa%m%ﬁa@ﬁ?,wﬁemm
FI3HOR FTHH 3ed [dehTerd Fdn & sqawr, e, 31X srdemea 7 BRAr grea
FT FT AR S &, a3 AlHRAT gIed W T |

e The statistics are striking: in 1966, 14% of all college graduates in the United States
were majors in the humanities (central to the liberal arts); by 2010, that figure dropped
by half to only 7%.

3RS The aTel §: 1966 H, WIFd T AR A T Plolst Fcdhl 7 & 14%
ArAfaer (ST foreRer 3mca &1 F foear §) & AR &, 2010 dF, Tg 3MTehsT e
g hdol 7% g I

e The discourse is not simply limited to the low likelihood of finding jobs after a liberal arts
degree, but also suggests that associated majors are concerned only with abstract
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ideas.

g Hare A% foee 3mca Bl & a1 AleRAT I T A THGAT doh AT 76T
g, dfcsh Tg o Forg & § b T AR Shdel JTUROMTeHF 3Rt & Fafe g

This might have something to do with the context within which liberal arts emerged in
early modern Europe, as a means of avoiding manual labour or working with hands.

SHl $© G IRAE s JOT H foee 3eT & 3R & Feet § g1 Fhl ¢,
ST AI37el 518 AT g7l A HH Fel § a9 & Ueh AT & &7 7 o7

A liberal arts education that combined humanities with science was thought to produce a
‘thinking’ individual.

U foeer 3 e Y ARE # [ § @y Sedr ¥, 59 v @"e arar
SfFT 3cTeel el HI HATAT AT AT

In many ways, the idea of a liberal arts education seems antithetical to expectations of
regional development that involves some technical training and knowledge.

g AT A, foae 3nca e &1 foar e fawra $r 39t & @ers gda
BT 8, TS %o asheiteht WRGTOT 3R e annffier gie gl

Despite its beginning, liberal arts have evolved in practice to be so much more.
$Hh IRE & FTao[g, folekel 3MEH & AR & ¥ §gd oo 0% fawfaa frar
gl

Liberal arts enable students to comprehend those things that quite
literally make us human

faeer 3T ol ® 39 AN F TASS A TETH a1 § A §H
HIHT ST qaredt §
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The skills that they cultivate in reasoning and critical thinking are every bit as
important to future success in the workplace as learning to code, calculate, or raise
capital.

ST Fierel d d% AR ATATecAF MT H TRfAd = g, T dReT 7 dfasg
Fhorell o forw FFEaT, arorar, ar geit et & §9 & 3= & HAgeaqoT ¢8|

To paraphrase the longest serving President of Harvard University, Charles Eliot, a
liberal arts education teaches a student a little bit of everything, and a great deal of one
thing.

gras fafdqaey & we@ &9 §AT I Ad1 FA arel TSl el sfeae & ereal
H, T fatel 31CH AT BT H T $& H1 AT A1 3R T der A1 §gd AAD
faardr Bl

Given such a powerful approach to generating scholars possessed of all-round

disciplinary, and indeed, life skills, it appears peculiar that anyone would want to
quibble with the exciting possibilities of such an outcome.

aw%%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ@?g,ﬁﬁmﬁﬁw@wm,sﬂ?
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qEda H, sfiaed e & sl T §, Tg 376Nd Udid aiar § & Fis 8 33 yR &

gRuTAT A AATTS FHGATN 9T 98T HIT Igar &l

Let us also note that while liberal arts is experiencing a decline in North America, it has
seen a re-emergence in Europe and shows no sign of abating.

gH I8 8 Al A & S R 3T 37 ARSI gerg 1 A1 R @ ¢,
TE I A BT & 39 T 33T HY T & AN 0 Gl I IS Tohd gl @

Only five years ago, the University of Nottingham, U.K., opened a new liberal arts
programme, promising that this new initiative will enable students to explore what it
means to be human.

dhael gig |Tl 98, IfAafddr e Aifeusw, ¥, 7 U 741 foeler 3q FrdwA
T, T99s g arer Far AT o I8 S Ugd ©TA S Ig HSTS T 3TE &9 R

AAT g1 T g
Today, more than 20 universities in the U.K. offer some form of liberal arts and
sciences programme.

3T, I, # 20 & feF Reafdearey foeter 3w 3R 4w SRisaAT & #iS o #i5
T 9T FA gl

For some, this re-emergence has arisen partly as a corrective to the region’s more
recent over-specialisation in education.

Fo & U, Ig Y @ 39 3RS &9 F 819 1 gl 1 it faLdrwsaar 1 gur
gl

Towards the east, a decade ago, in Hong Kong, a major educational overhaul saw
numerous institutions move from a British-style three-year degree model to a U.S.-
style four-year model, with the aim of incorporating the greater breadth evident in a
‘liberal arts’ approach.

The World versus India

gfe T TAH AR
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Liberal arts education emerged as an international phenomenon, combining
indigenous educational reform movements and transnational advocacy networks.

fate amdw e oF HaRAT gea & w7 7 398, Gwd vy At gur
YAl I IRgF FAdF dAcawt w1 AlFAAT 4Tl

There is universal consensus that liberal education prepares students well for life in a
globalised, multicultural society.

¥§ FaoaTdr weAta ¥ foete Ruewm oml # ARas, sgaiepfas qare # Siaw
S F faT sredy wE § RR FA P

Liberal education makes students more aware of variety of cultures and the need to
communicate effectively across cultural differences.

forater Rt ot w @epfaal #1 fafawar i agfas 3@ F fiT wrd da
TFTRAT & Ifd 3fF FeTEh FTcT gl

It teaches students to evaluate new ideas with evidence and to formulate opinions, not
make assumptions.
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g STl $ WET F AT AU FIRT &1 Hedieed Heel AR T AR wee {ard & 7
f&h AT ST

Today’s students want an education that will address their desires for justice, service,
and self-expression.

3ST & o1 e J Fa, |4, 3R eA-gHee i sToT IWd ¢l

Students equally want to develop non-cognitive skills to succeed in a globally
competitive job market.

o1 R-TAETCAS Fiere THfAd T Ied § a9 dRaw yfawwddt aAled aomr
el g |
India offers an intriguing case with a traditional focus on professional courses like

engineering and medicine, but in the last few decades, there has been a growing
interest in liberal arts education.

HRT Ueh Teelaed 3ET6X0T e el g, STeT IRURS &9 & Yeay qraaqshaAt ol
gelfaafier 3R Rffrcar W ware &igd faar amr 8, dfhaT o o gt 7 foawer
Iéw Rem F sedr oy gE a1 |

Businesses, NGOs, and government entities now recognize that discipline-specific

technical education alone isn’t sufficient for the holistic growth of the country’s
economy and society.

aweihr fret gor i e 3R aenfoE g & fov gdied &€ 8

Soft skills, developed through liberal arts education, are crucial for this progress.

diFe Bhed, S foska 3w e F Aregw @ [JAa @ & 57 worfa & faw
HAgcaqur 81
The rapid development of liberal arts in India has been welcomed by many, but

concerns remain about whether students will get jobs after such training and whether it
is suitable for a developing country.

ARG H foaRer 3m&H &1 Aol & TR Fg 9l gaRT Farerd fomam arm §, AfdsT f=&iar
g & fF Fa1 08 ufeTor & S o # AleRar el 3R Fr 97w Refaa g
& fov 3uged gl

Critical thinking skills may help students solve India’s societal problems like poverty,
hunger, and caste inequalities.

ITAcHS | HRIG STl T HRT H Gt FAEB S8 1, s@, 3R snfa
IATATTIN T gl T H FAGE I TAhd &l

Preparing Students to be Global Citizens
ol 1 ARTGH AFIRF 9 F AT R FET
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Parents may favor scientific or technological subjects, believing they offer practical
applications.

HIAT-e denfas ar awet Rwdi 1 gde & Fhd § Te A gU 6 I e
IIANT JeTeT X &
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e Liberal arts education develops soft skills like how to think for yourself, how to
research and find things out, and how to communicate the results to others.

e aréw e give Berew AT axcdl ¢ S0 e @ draer &1 al, A et
3R AT P geet FT AT, IR INOMAT FY g@A T TG HT R

o Employers highlight the communication skills and creativity that liberal arts students
bring to their workplaces.

foraierar FaR Flerer 3R [WATTASRAT F 39PR R §, S ol e & 1T 379
FAETAT W a1 &

o Liberal arts students are praised for their ability to engage with multidisciplinary teams
for effective problem-solving and creative thinking.

forser 3MéH & omEl & wWiEAT 3os qg-favas Al & T yerd wHEEAT FATT 3R
TGATCHS AT Il T &THT & folw &7 1T gl

o Liberal arts institutions thread together various kinds of content, conversations, and
curriculum, using technology and mentorship to attract students and prepare them to
be global citizens.

forave améw weu faffest g 1 |raah, araremd, 3 greawH 1 Sisd g,
sleafarhr AR FHERRIT F71 37T A T BHEl H AHRT FT § AR 3¢ aRah
AR Fefol & folv IR X 1

e Liberal arts students are proving they have concern for the real world by taking over the

world, one interwoven lesson at a time. folsRer 3T & o Ig Afdd R 7 & &
37 adia® glerdr T fiar 8, 3R 4 gfear © Teh-us AT 9re & H1Y deoll A
® &
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Indians need to share contraceptive responsibility

GS Paper I: Human
geography .
l 11952, India pioneered a national

programme for family planning, whose focus

has since changed — from improving
maternal and child health to stabilising the
population. As this programme evolved, so too
did permanent methods of contraception.

During 196670, about 80.5% of all sterilisation

procedures in India were vasectomies. This
percentage declined every year due to changing
policies that, together with other factors, placed
less and less of an emphasis on vasectomies. The
five rounds of the National Family Health Survey
(NHFS) also show the use of male sterilisation,
especially in the last three decades, to be steadily
decreasing in all States. In fact, the vasectomies
percentage remained constant at around 0.3% in
NFHS-4 (2015-16) and NFHS-5.

Gender and the disparity

This trend goes against Section 4.8 of the National
Health Policy 2017, which aimed to increase the
fraction of male sterilisations to at least 30%.
Even today, India is far from meeting this target.
Official data also show a large disparity between
the rates of female and male sterilisation — 37.9%
and 0.3%, respectively. Such huge differences
indicate that women continue to bear virtually all
of the burden of sterilisation, which in turn poses
a challenge for India to achieve Sustainable
Development Goal 5 - ‘gender equality and
empowerment of all women and girls by 2030 —
among others.

In one attempt to bridge this gap, the world
observes Vasectomy Day on the third Friday of
November (it was on November 15 this year). In
2017, India observed a ‘vasectomy fortnight’ as
well.

The initiative is to revitalise the procedure by
increasing awareness, generating demand among
men, and debunking misconceptions. In the end,
the goal is for people already looking for
contraceptives as well as those who would if they
knew about safe options to consider vasectomies
more favourably.

But for these concerted efforts, policies still
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With more
awareness of
gender equality
and rights, it is
possible to build
a society in
which male
sterilisation

is accepted

as normative

overlook multiple issues on the ground, keeping
them ineffective and allowing the gap between
male and female sterilisation rates to persist.

The ground reality, solutions

For example, two of the three writers of this
article surveyed a village in Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Nagar, Maharashtra, in March 2024 as part of a
field exercise. The women said sterilisation was
their responsibility and that the men do not
believe they need to have vasectomies. Most of
them also expressed a belief that men should not
be “burdened” by it because they already work
hard to make ends meet, and that undergoing the
procedure could rob the men of their day’s
wages, worsening their hardship.

These women were also unaware of the Indian
government’s cash incentives to those who
undergo vasectomies to offset the loss of wages.
In fact, many studies in India have suggested that
illiteracy, male egos, misconceptions about its
impact on libido, and family opposition have led
to the poor acceptance of vasectomies. Many
men are not aware of their role in ensuring the
safe passage of reproductive years in the lives of
their female partners.

The unavailability of skilled providers has
aggravated the situation, especially in rural areas.
To make matters worse, many trained
community health workers themselves know
little about no-scalpel vasectomies.

As things stand, with increasing awareness of
gender equality and rights, it is certainly possible
to build a society in which male sterilisation is
accepted as normative through proper and timely
course correction.

As a first step, sensitisation should begin
during early adolescence in schools, where
awareness programmes and monitored
peer-group discussions can lay the foundation for
accepting sterilisation as a shared responsibility.
Sustained social and behaviour change
communication initiatives will be instrumental in
debunking myths around and destigmatising
vasectomies. Vasectomy is a safe and simple

procedure compared to tubectomy, the
corresponding surgical procedure for women
involving their fallopian tubes.

Second, these information, education and
communication activities should be
supplemented with greater conditional cash
incentives for vasectomies with the goal to
improve male participation.

A study in Maharashtra in 2019 showed that
more men in rural tribal areas opted for
vasectomies after being offered a conditional cash
incentive. Madhya Pradesh’s move in 2022 to
increase this incentive by 50% is appreciable in
this light.

An international comparison

Third, India should draw from the lessons from
other countries that have increased vasectomy
uptake. South Korea has the highest prevalence
of the procedure worldwide, and has reported
that men are more likely to shoulder
contraceptive responsibilities as a result of
progressive societal norms and greater gender
equality. Similarly, Bhutan has popularised
vasectomy among its men by making the
procedure socially acceptable, availing
good-quality services, and organising
government-run vasectomy camps. Brazil
increased vasectomy uptake by running
awareness campaigns on mass media. The
prevalence rate has risen, from 0.8% in the 1980s
to 5% in the last decade.

Greater public awareness of vasectomies
allows both partners in a union to make informed
family planning decisions. In tandem, the
government must strengthen the national health
system to align with policy objectives, invest in
training more health professionals to perform the
procedure, and promote technical advancements
to increase the use of non-scalpel vasectomies.

The resulting policy should not have only
intention. It should also lay out concrete steps to
achieve its targets. The need of the hour is
demand- and service-focused efforts rather than
mere formulation.

Indians need to share contraceptive responsibility

HARART T MAas [FFAT AT & 9ifev

e 1In 1952, India pioneered a national programme for family planning, which has evolved
over time, focusing initially on improving maternal and child health and later on
stabilising the population.

1952 # $Rd & IRAR AT & T Toh ISET w—HHA HT YT H, Sl THAT &
ary fAhfAa g3 &, S 3T A A IR I TT 7 IR 3R 16 A Fraen
F B a9 higa o
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e Between 1966-70, about 80.5% of all sterilisation procedures in India were
vasectomies. This percentage has declined each year due to changing policies and
other factors, placing less emphasis on vasectomies.

1966-70 & =T, ARG & G AGET 9ihaAT3t &7 ST 80.5% ITVFeAT | TE
gfaerd & Ot ger &, fogd ANfaat & seong 3R 379 FRET & HRUT afigerd |/
FH SR eI |

e The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) shows a steady decrease in male
sterilisation over the last three decades, with the percentage of vasectomies remaining
constant at 0.3% in NFHS-4 (2015-16) and NFHS-5.

AveTe B e TS (NFHS) Toer diet gt # qe9 A@edr & steady HHAT GATar
&, I g# NFHS-4 (2015-16) 31X NFHS-5 & ar@eerdT &1 ufaerd 0.3% 9 fE2UR @

Gender and the disparity
faer 3 Rwsae

e This trend goes against Section 4.8 of the National Health Policy 2017, which aimed to
increase the fraction of male sterilisations to at least 30%.

Ig g T Fareed Afy 2017 & Urr 4.8 % W §, [ST@a qo9 ey H1

REAT FH T HH 30% JoTy I 18T 2T|

o Official data shows a large disparity between the rates of female and male sterilisation
— 37.9% and 0.3%, respectively. This disparity highlights the disproportionate burden
on women.

IR 3RS G 3N Afgem AHeEr & &I &7 v F81 fawHar gefd § - 37.9%
3R 0.3% HAT:| Tg VAT Afge3il W HHITT garg & gAfcdr g

e The disparity presents a challenge for India to achieve Sustainable Development Goal
5 — ‘gender equality and empowerment of all women and girls by 2030°.

Ig AvHaT 9IRa & T gad Qe a8 5 — ‘2030 d& Feft Afgemsit v a=fral
&1 foor waTerar 3 wufFasor grod e i gty 9w B

e On the third Friday of November, the world observes Vasectomy Day (it was on
November 15 this year). In 2017, India also observed a ‘vasectomy fortnight'.

TG & A YFHAN I gerar qrerHr aw A § (38 ¥ Ig 15 e 1 )|
2017 H, 9IRA o 8 ‘grAFeiAT qE@arsT HATT|

e The initiative aims to increase awareness, generate demand among men, and debunk
misconceptions to make vasectomies more acceptable.

g Igel GO H SNEehll SGle, AT 3choel et AR HIfdAT T gT A & 38T
q g, aifF adFcTH F 3RE TR AT ST T

¢ Despite these efforts, policies still overlook ground realities, making them ineffective and
allowing the gap between male and female sterilisation rates to persist.

g1 STHT & dTaolg, Al STl gl i 3edr i §, e 3 rgerdy a6l
Wl § 3R 92w AR AfRem F@edr e & o 1 @i w&h wer g
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The ground reality, solutions

FHIA aEdTaswdr, GATHTT

In March 2024, two writers surveyed a village in Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar,
Maharashtra. Women said sterilisation was their responsibility, and men did not believe
they needed vasectomies.

AT 2024 #H, & JAWHT of SAITT FHTSAT I}, HERISC & Ueh g T JAeToT fham|
AfGON3T o FgT o Fwadr 39t e &, 3R qest & g7 oerr & 3o%
FFeH T &l

Many women expressed a belief that men should not be “burdened” by vasectomy due
to their hard work and the loss of wages during the procedure.

ss Al A g favard caed fohar foh qesl @l ardsreidl & hRUT "HR" g STef
IIfgT FAIfh T gel T &1 HideT HH I & 3R Ifhar & gRIeT ddeT &7 gifer g &l

These women were unaware of government cash incentives to offset wage loss for
those undergoing vasectomies.

Ig AfRTT TR dAdhe WNcdgal & aR & 3ia Af, S ey s aral & aded
T gy Fr s & fav fow s €

Studies in India suggest that illiteracy, male egos, misconceptions about libido, and
family opposition contribute to the poor acceptance of vasectomies.

RS H 3t adid ¢ fo 3rfem, gost &1 3R, fafesr & an #F sifaer 3k
qiRaRe Ry aeeidA 1 THeRar # FHT &1 SRoT g 8l

The unavailability of skilled providers, especially in rural areas, worsens the situation.

erel T FeTar3it T Jeaelstrdr, Ay &7 & arefor a=t #, feufd @ AR foemser
gl

Even trained community health workers often lack knowledge about no-scalpel
vasectomies.

gl o o GRITETT Aee T HRIGAN & 9F o A-Fhae ariFerHd & Ty
H SAThRY $r HaAY g B

Despite increasing awareness of gender equality, it is possible to build a society where
male sterilisation is accepted as normative through proper and timely course correction.

foler FAAAT & 9fY TEci SAEHRdT F d1d9lg, Ig e § fF T 3 7w W A
JUR & ALTHA ¥ T GATS ST ST STgT G2V AFec) &l AT & F FhR
forar STy

First Step: Sensitisation Should Begin in Early Adolescence

9gdT FcH: YRS fhaREaEar & gagaiierdr &1 3R g 91w
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Sensitisation should begin during early adolescence in schools, where awareness
programmes and monitored peer-group discussions can lay the foundation for accepting
sterilisation as a shared responsibility.

URTAS fRARTGTAT H Thell H HaeeTMedT I 3T gl TIRT, STeT SR
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FRIHA AR IR arell Hehdl-HAag T@C AHadT S A SFAERT & §9 #
PR $r HAig @ Thar gl

Sustained social and behaviour change communication initiatives will be instrumental in
debunking myths around and destigmatising vasectomies.

foRer @m@Tfois 3R g aRads §aR Tgdl &7 F8adr ¥ 3 RS & @on
F AR S8 Folfohd X H Agcaqol ARG B

Vasectomy is a safe and simple procedure compared to tubectomy, the corresponding
surgical procedure for women involving their fallopian tubes.

A AfGHT & forw o7ehr FelifaeT cged 7 Hafdd aforwa gfsar egderer#t &
ol # T AT 3R TR UihAT &

Second Step: Cash Incentives for Vasectomies

qEU FEH: AHGAl & AT dFG WedrgsT

These information, education and communication activities should be supplemented with
greater conditional cash incentives for vasectomies with the goal to improve male
participation.

5o ST, f1eT 3R FuR afafafedt wr qest 1 #efel soe & 35geT @ FHedr
& oI 3ifere FINRAT T WewTgad & 1A Q1 fhAT ST =AMMB T

A study in Maharashtra in 2019 showed that more men in rural tribal areas opted for
vasectomies after being offered a conditional cash incentive.

HERTSE H 2019 & Teh 3MeqTT o fe@ran o amior mieardy &t & 3ifee gont o
HSIAeTel FTehe, WcHTgeT T YRSl AT & a1 FHeAT T I

Madhya Pradesh’s move in 2022 to increase this incentive by 50% is appreciable in this
light.

HAEY YA T 2022 H ST WcHIgsT  50% T T heH 39 e H TET gl

An International Comparison

TF HASET el
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India should draw from the lessons from other countries that have increased vasectomy
uptake.

HRA & 3o AT F AW 1 TR TSegial AHacr S Tl 965 &

South Korea has the highest prevalence of the procedure worldwide, and has
reported that men are more likely to shoulder contraceptive responsibilities as a
result of progressive societal norms and greater gender equality.

giaror FINATH 37 TiFar H o0 A1F g=e ¢, 3R a7 RO war § B ey
yarfaeler amfores AEs! 3R st FAEdr & HROT MRS SFAeat it 3=
& fow sfw vaa g gl

Similarly, Bhutan has popularised vasectomy among its men by making the

procedure socially acceptable, availing good-quality services, and organising
government-run vasectomy camps.




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

S8 G, T o 58 Hishdl &l FHISH & @ TR a1, 3T 0T dlell Jard
3 I IR TR EaRT TeATT T AFac) ART 1 3T ik 319 Tesit
H THaer &l dlhio fRar gl

Brazil increased vasectomy uptake by running awareness campaigns on mass media.
The prevalence rate has risen, from 0.8% in the 1980s to 5% in the last decade.

e o #AfFAr & FIRT FIFEsar 3R F AT F THEE F 3TAET H T
dolel &3 1980 % G2 H 0.8% T Foa TS & H 5% &l IS &l

Public Awareness and Strengthening the Health System
AT SAETRHAT AT FERLT GOl FY AT FaA

Greater public awareness of vasectomies allows both partners in a union to make
informed family planning decisions.

AHEET & IR H WESATAF SRt gl @l & FRd TRar e @o o 7
HeTH FaTar B

The government must strengthen the national health system to align with policy
objectives, invest in training more health professionals to perform the procedure, and
promote technical advancements to increase the use of non-scalpel vasectomies.

TIHR T AT FARLT GOl 1 A1 3T & AT Aol AT BT, Fishar
FI ITH S & AU 3V Taeey AR F gRfET Fa F AT FEr TRy, ik
ATT-EHoIT THEET & IYANET I deTa & [T deheilenl YIIfa &l SGET SolT dATgUT|

The resulting policy should not have only intention. It should also lay out concrete steps
to achieve its targets.

gRUTATIRT A F Fael SAGT G BT ART, Sfedh 3T 3T 8T T UIed Fld $
foIT 3 FcH 33T AR

The need of the hour is demand- and service-focused efforts rather than mere formulation.

AT A AaTFar g & Fad Afaat &1 FATT 7 8, dfesd ART 3R a1 Siga gaT fFo

ST
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"Gs Paper Ill: Research and .
Development
ONOS bitten

Bringing down cost of access to research
papers is only one of many issues

hile generally undesirable, centralisa-
w tion promised to be a boon vis-d-vis
public access to research through In-
dia’s ‘One Nation, One Subscription’ (ONOS)
plan. ONOS was first proposed in the country’s
fifth draft National Science, Technology, and In-
novation Policy (2020) in response to the hefty
fees research journals charged — and still do — for
scholars and the people at large to access the
papers they published. In this revenue model,
journals accept and publish papers submitted by
scholars and charge those who want to read them
a fee. Research institutes also subscribe to these
journals, so scholars can avail all the papers
through their libraries. As these fees climbed ov-
er time, librarians banded up in consortia to in-
crease their bargaining power at negotiations.
ONOS, which the Union Cabinet approved on No-
vember 25, replaces these consortia with the na-
tional government and obliges journals to pro-
vide a single fee to access them. The upshot is
expensive journals will now become available at
underfunded government institutes as well.
However, ONOS will be limited to publicly
funded institutes; and it allows the stranglehold
of commercial publishers on scholarly publishing
to continue. Many journals subsist on publicly
funded research while also charging people mo-
ney to access it. ONOS may reduce these sums
but the government's willingness to allocate
6,000 crore for three calendar years for 30 ma-
jor publishers must be seen against the backdrop
of the gross expenditure on research and deve-
lopment as a fraction of the GDP having become
stagnant. The government could have promoted
the adoption of ‘green’ and/or ‘diamond’ open-
access models that guarantee public access by
default or have supported, as a matter of policy,
home-grown journals sensitive to Indian scho-
lars’ circumstances while enhancing the discov-
erability of their research. The decision to in-
stead channel a large sum of money to publishers
abroad does not factor in India’s potential to in-
fluence research access modalities in the deve-
loping world. The lack of transparency is also
perturbing, including over whether the list of
journals will be monitored to cull titles that have
become irrelevant or predatory, or to add those
that have gained currency in recent years. Most
of all, at a time when many journals have
switched to ‘gold’ open-access — where research-
ers pay to have a paper published that is then
available for free — and preprint papers are gain-
ing in popularity as a means of communicating
research, the government’s justification for
adopting the ONOS strategy in its present form is
weak. Add to this the absence of consultation
with the institutes on their specific needs, and
any celebration of ONOS will have to be deemed
premature.
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ONOS bhitten
ONOS &T YgR

« Bringing down the cost of access to research
papers is only one of many issues.

MY Tt TF TET A AN B FA AT HS Aeal
# ¥ Fad & g

e Centralisation promised to be a boon for public access to
research through India’s ‘One Nation, One Subscription (ONOS)
plan.

FEFIOT F HRT FT TFH A, T FGEIdr (ONOS) TSl F ATEIH
ﬁ@aﬁ%wﬁ%ﬂﬂw@%ﬁvqmm gelol ST dTel

R

e ONOS was first proposed in the country’s fifth draft National
Science, Technology, and Innovation Policy (2020) in response
to the hefty fees research journals charged.

ONOS &I 9gdlT TEd1d &2 1 uradt Fwler e faarer, siegifadr
3R FEmER A (2020) A HY Yook & SarT H AT =T AT, S
AT IRIAT gaRT MuSRArT & forar ST gl

e In this revenue model, journals accept and publish papers
submitted by scholars and charge those who want to read them a
fee.

g SIEd Alsd H, IRFT 39 & & FHFR 3R 9wk Fdr
¢S AMerehci3f ganT Sedd e o & 3R S 3¢ deer ared §
38 o foram ST g

e Research institutes also subscribe to these journals, so
scholars can avail all the papers through their libraries.

ey FEUT ot 3T gAY Y FeETar A §, Ao eereRdT 379w
AT o ATETH & T AT T o1 30T T

o As these fees climbed over time, librarians banded up in
consortiato increase their bargaining power at negotiations.

S-S T Yooh AT & WY TG, [EARreAredelt & el Ao
AT &TAT o & AT FAEAr & vage 8 v
e ONOS, which the Union Cabinet approved on November 25,

replaces these consortia with the national government and obliges
journals to provide a single fee to access them.

ONOS, fo& &g WIHR & 25 Aqeay FT Fodl &, 51 HAICAT H
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TG THR Y Teoldl ¢ 3N I 1 58 v F & v wwe geF & &
TG & &l

e The upshot is expensive journals will now become available at underfunded
government institutes as well.

gae aRonA I8 § & #Ageh afeT 3@ MR garr wivg v & Wa FFAE |
ft 3garetr givl

e However, ONOS will be limited to publicly funded institutes; and it allows the
stranglehold of commercial publishers on scholarly publishing to continue.

gTeliteh, ONOS Fad Waaeid ¥ & fad IRT gvyE g« AT g 3k I8
aIfOfST® TPl FT M THRAT W GH3 TR WA S 3TATT &l g

e Many journals subsist on publicly funded research while also charging people money
to access it.

Fs T gEefas T @ AT R i ow [ Fdr € aefe e O 39 veag
& & fau o o foram Srar g

e ONOS may reduce these sums but the government’s willingness to allocate ¥6,000
crore for three calendar years for 30 major publishers must be seen against the
backdrop of the gross expenditure on research and development as a fraction of the
GDP having become stagnant.

ONOS 37 TR FI FHA FT TohdT & Afhed TIHR T 6,000 FUS ATaed FI
geoT &l diet Felst auf & fAT 30 wgw yarEt F AU GDP & REd & &0 # oy
3R T W FHel 7T & W g & "eeT & 2@r ST =]

e The government could have promoted the adoption of ‘green’ and/or ‘diamond’ open-

access models that guarantee public access by default or supported, as a matter of
policy, home-grown journals sensitive to Indian scholars’ circumstances while
enhancing the discoverability of their research.
TR AN IAT ‘SHHS HIT-TFAH ATSA I g¢aT ¢ bl o, S Bhiee &7 &
graoiioe qg'u $r IE e § I AT F wU A, AT Musant fr aRfEufaat &
i HaeaAeier axe] IRAFISNT 1 AT FLcH, Sdieh Iofeh M 1 Wiel &I TGl |

e The decision to instead channel a large sum of money to publishers abroad does not

factor in India’s potential to influence research access modalities in the developing
world.

sﬂﬂxmﬁ?%ﬁmaﬁﬁﬁaﬁrvﬁrﬁaﬁwﬁvﬁumaﬁamq@ﬁﬁmw
Reraefier et & wsa sraa Y aTHAT T AT FH TG @

e The lack of transparency is also perturbing, including over whether the list of journals will
be monitored to cull titles that have become irrelevant or predatory, or to add those that
have gained currency in recent years.

TRERIar # wA off Riar &1 Rwwr § ot a7 anfder § & aar af¥est & g3 )
IR T Srwelt arfe 37 et & gerar o IF S IrEAE A1 R e are
& T &, A1 S gTe & s & gafed gu €, I SIS S Tl

e Most of all, at a time when many journals have switched to ‘gold’ open-access —
where researchers pay to have a paper published that is then available for free — and
preprint papers are gaining in popularity, the government’s justification for adopting the
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ONOS strategy in its present form is weak.
FafaR, v @7 & 9 F§ IHHT WY F AIT-wHdE R o w g § - T
AT Teh JIR FhRIT el & T 3Tl it €, ST T T 7 3uelstr giam &
— 3R Rie-Rie IR AFH/IAT 9red T @ ¢, THR H ONOS WA & adAT &
# 39 1 3T FAER B

Add to this the absence of consultation with institutes on their specific needs, and

any celebration of ONOS will have to be deemed premature.
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Questions on Places of Worship Act pending in SC for 4 years

GS Paper I: Communalism |

NEWS ANALYSIS

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The last order available in
the Supreme Court website
about a pending case
centred on the Places of
Worship (Special Provi-
sions) Act of 1991, a statute
that has protected the
identity and character of
religious sites as they exist-
ed on August 15, 1947, is
from a year ago.

The case involves a slew
of petitions challenging the
legality of the 1991 Act. The
petitioners, including ad-
vocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay, blamed the 1991
law of barring Hindus,
Jains, Buddhists and Sikhs

from approaching courts
to “reclaim” their places of
worship which were “in-
vaded” and “encroached”
upon by “fundamentalist
barbaric invaders”.

The Supreme Court
website shows the case as
being previously listed be-
fore Registrar H. Shashidh-
ara Shetty on November
30, 2023.

The All India Muslim
Personal Law Board had
asked the court how peti-
tions like these, in the
guise of public interest pe-
titions, could be allowed to
challenge a Central legisla-
tion which had guarded
the spirit of fraternity and
secularism, Preambular
virtues and parts of the
Basic Structure of the Con-
stitution, through protec-

tion of the religious charac-
ter of religious places.

The Muslim parties in
the case had pointed out to
the court that even the
Ayodhya judgment had ob-
served that the 1991 Act
spoke “to our history and
to the future of the na-
tion... In preserving the
character of places of pu-
blic worship, the Parlia-
ment has mandated in no
uncertain terms that histo-
ry and its wrongs shall not
be used as instruments to
oppress the present and
the future”.

Centre remains silent

But the Centre has chosen
to remain tight-lipped till
date in the four-year-old
case. The frozen case and
the silence that surrounds

it in the top court contrasts
with the frenetic judicial
interventions by local
courts in States like Rajas-
than and Uttar Pradesh in
civil suits challenging the
origins and character of
mosques.

A Rajasthan court has is-
sued notice to the Minority
Affairs Ministry and Ar-
chaeological Survey of In-
dia (ASD) in a suit filed by a
Hindu organisation claim-
ing “historical evidence” to
prove that the Ajmer Sharif
Dargah of Khwaja Moinud-
din Chishti was built over a
Shiva temple. In Sambhal
district of Uttar Pradesh, a
civil court ex parte ordered
a survey after a suit was
filed claiming that the Sha-
hi Jama Masjid at Chandau-
si was built by Mughal em-

peror Babar in 1526 after
demolishing a temple.

In August 2023, the top
court itself did not stop a
local court order to have
the ASI continue with their
“scientific investigation” of
the Gyanvapi mosque pre-
mises in Varanasi.

In January this year, the
Supreme  Court had
stepped in to stay an order
of the Allahabad High
Court, which had allowed
an advocate commissioner
to survey the Shahi Eidgah
after claims were made
that the mosque lay over
Lord Krishna's birthplace.

On Friday, senior advo-
cate Huzefa Ahmadi, ap-
pearing for the Sambhal
mosque  management
committee, said there were
at least 10 civil suits chal-

lenging the origins of mos-
ques. These surveys were
part of a “modus operan-
di”, he submitted.

His words echoed that
of the Anjuman Intazamia

Masajid, the Gyanvapi
mosque  management
committee, which had

called such surveys “sala-
mi tactics” of “one slice ata
time”. Mr. Ahmadi has
urged the court to flex the
provisions of the Places of
Worship Act to put a stop
to such claims.

But, in one instance,
when he had asked how
the courts could allow such
“frivolous” suits, the then
Chief Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud retorted, “What is fri-
volous for you may be faith
for them... how can we
comment on that?”

Questions on Places of Worship Act pending in SC for
4 years

qeregd Hfafager 9T warer, SC# 4 ast & dfad

The last order available on the Supreme Court website regarding a pending case related
to the Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act of 1991 is from a year ago.
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gl I T daEZE T I JHTAA TEe, ST 1991 & "YeIrede (49w graens)’
yfafags @ dafta dfed @@ @ S37 8, T a1l Wl gl

e The 1991 Act protects the identity and character of religious sites as they existed on
August 15, 1947.

1991 &7 IMAFIA enfies Ter HT ggar 3 aRT Hr @ ar g I F 315
IFMET 1947 Y 3¥dca #H A

e The case involves petitions challenging the legality of the 1991 Act.
Ig AAeT 1991 Ifafaas i duar & el S arelr AfRAwBT & w&Rd gl

o Petitioners, including advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, argue that the law prevents
Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, and Sikhs from reclaiming worship places they claim were
"iInvaded" by "fundamentalist barbarians".

IIfhTehcii3i # gehter RFeh FAR 3UTeArT 3 A §, S g d% o § & @

Flefe o, Sie, steyr 3R fA@t 1 gt Tell I Gof: Ured & AT 8, e 9
e The case was previously listed before Registrar H. Shashidhara Shetty on November

30, 2023.

g ATHCT Tgol MAFER T, ATALRT A & AHA 30 AqFaK 2023 T Falege AT

e The All India Muslim Personal Law Board argued that the case challenges a Central
legislation that protects the fraternity and secularism through the protection of
religious places.

3iter 33T AT Fae af A a6 a1 6 g5 AHen v F ST A gAd
& & S enfdier Tel T W & ATIA § dYcq 3 eAfaRdarar i @ Hr gl

e The Muslim parties referred to the Ayodhya judgment, which upheld the 1991 Act as
protecting the character of public worship places.

A ueil o srarear faoty & garen 2, fSwer 1991 3fTH @ Adfaes g
TUGl o IRT T IGTT el arell AT

e The Centre has remained silent on the case for the last four years.
e TR o Uod IR 991 & 58 A T godr |y & g

o Local courts in states like Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh have seen interventions in civil
suits challenging mosque origins.

TSl SIE TASIEATT 3R 30T Y& # TUENT 3rerelal o HAfbofal @ 3cid & el o
Tl AR Hehe Al H gEaeiT fhar gl
e In Rajasthan, a court issued notice to the Minority Affairs Ministry and

Archaeological Survey of India in a case involving claims about the Ajmer Sharif
Dargah.

TSTEATT H Teh HeTeld o ARANRE HHAF HAT 3R ARAT qUcTed TFETOT T HSTAT
% e & T g/d A1 ot Afed Sy famam

e In Sambhal district, Uttar Pradesh, a civil court ordered a survey of the Shahi Jama
Masjid after claims it was built over a temple.

FFAA e, 30X WS & Ueh AN 37eTold o AEr ATHT ATESE T TI&TUT aley ol
YT AT, TE ST WA F 9l fF T Tk FAfEY & Alsa a1 a5 Y|
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e In August 2023, the Supreme Court did not stop a local court from allowing the
Archaeological Survey of India to continue its investigation of the Gyanvapi mosque.

IAET 2023 F FHHA FIE o TURNY 3ETelcd I ARAT cAed TSET0T HT FATTardy
ATSIE & FARTUT T ST WA § gl e |

e InJanuary 2024, the Supreme Court stayed an order allowing a survey of the Shahi
Eidgah in Allahabad.

A 2024 H FHHA HIE A FeATETaIG H AR $SME & FALIUT &I 3TAT el aTel
3T W U S|

e Senior advocate Huzefa Ahmadi stated there were at least 10 civil suits challenging
mosque origins.

IS Fehrel GoIhT HEHC -1 gl foh AfTSIEl H 3T FI oAl &F el FA F HA
10 AR HFeA ¢

e He referred to these surveys as part of a "modus operandi" and urged the court to apply
the Places of Worship Act to stop such claims.

3eglel e TAETUT I "modus operandi” &1 REAT FarT 3R 3ETerd & 0F grar &r
Uehel o oI qomede Jrfarfaass oy e &1 3 foa)

e When asked about "frivolous" suits, Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud responded,
"What is frivolous for you may be faith for them."

S "Je” HehcAl & aR H YOT a1, o HET ~Areher A, deeg A Sae &, i
39 fAU J=6 §, T8 3 faU AT g1 Fehell g1
‘GDP numbers show
reality different from

hype created by PM’

|GS Paper Ill: GDP |
Press Trust of India

NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
slammed the government
over India’s economic
growth slowing to a near
two-year low of 5.4% in the
July-September quarter of
this fiscal, saying it shows
that the “reality is far diffe-
rent from all the hype”
generated by Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and his
“cheerleaders”.

Congress general secre-
tary, in-charge communi-
cations, Jairam Ramesh
said Prime Minister Modi’s
record on economic
growth remains “far
worse” when compared to
Manmohan Singh’s tenure
even after desperate “re-

calculations” of earlier
growth data.
“GDP growth during Ju-

ly-Sept 2024 has slowed to
5.4%. It simply shows that

Website:
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the reality is far different
from all the hype generat-
ed by the PM and his cheer-
leaders,” Mr. Ramesh said
in a post on X.

The Congress leader
said the GDP growth has
slowed to 5.4% and private
investment growth is an
equally anaemic 5.4%.

“Despite the much-bal-
Iyhooed PLI scheme and
claims around Make in In-
dia, manufacturing growth
slowed to a shocking 2.2%.
Exports have decelerated
to 2.8% and imports have
actually contracted -2.9%,
showing serious domestic
weakness,” he said.

India’s economic
growth slowed to a near
two-year low of 5.4% due
to poor performance of
manufacturing and mining
sectors, but continued to
remain the fastest-growing
large  economy, data
showed on Friday.

patrioticias.in

GDP numbers show reality different
from hype created by PM

189 @ e adfdsar feard §

e  The Congress criticized the government over India’s
economic growth slowing to 5.4% in the July-September
quarter of this fiscal.

HIAE o THN HT elraell I, Fifh R I 31T efer
FeTs-fdaT fOATET # 5.4% T el g a1s|

e  Congress said this 5.4% growth shows that the “reality is

far different from all the hype” generated by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his “cheerleaders”.

S o FET [ 5.4% H gefd g fewrdr & o “areafaswar
THAHA g Al AR 3TF FAGFHI g@RT A0 AT FET &
qgd e g1”

o Jairam Ramesh, Congress General Secretary, stated that

Prime Minister Modi’s economic growth record remains
“far worse” than Manmohan Singh’s tenure, even after




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

recalculating earlier growth data.
FIT & FAGHTIT FTIMA AT A Tl [ ger=ras=i A &1 3+ e RarE
“Heafgd g A 3afr ¥ o 30s @ §, 70 & gga & oera st & o &

IoTaAT foRaT IR &Y

e The GDP growth for July-September 2024 slowed to 5.4%, highlighting that the reality
is different from the hype generated by the PM and his supporters.

Ses-Rdat 2024 % forw SHErd gefr 5.4% a& el &1 o3, ¥E Rew gv
arEafadar TUHAAT IR 3dF FASHT GaRT TAIT T FBT & 3T ¢

o The Congress leader also highlighted that private investment growth is equally weak
at 5.4%.

FAF AT F TE o arm B Bsh P ggfr st 5.49% W FAAR A

o Despite the much-ballyhooed PLI scheme and claims around Make in India,
manufacturing growth slowed to 2.2%.

AT T4 #F W@ PLI A 3R AF 31 SBATF gral & dras[g, 3g@ Hr gafer 2.2%
de el g aTg)

e Exports have slowed down to 2.8% and imports contracted by -2.9%, indicating serious
domestic weakness.

forafer 2.8% ds AT 8 I § 3R ITATT -2.9% T T &1 91T &, S ool FHASN
FT GATT

e India’s economic growth slowed to 5.4%, the lowest in nearly two years, due to poor
performance in the manufacturing and mining sectors, but it continues to be the
fastest-growing large economy.

AR T 3 geftr 5.4% T e g 1S, ST Ferar af st & Wad FA g, A
$ROT AT 3R @ A3 F WU gl &, dfheT I8 499 a9 ded) a31 rdegaear
ol &5 ¥
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Scientists, industry demand passage
of new Seeds Bill, changes in policy

IGS Paper IlI: Agriculture

A. M. Jigeesh
VARANASI

On the second day of the
three-day National Seed
Congress (NSC), scientists,
experts, and industry
partners asked the Centre
to revisit and modernise
the Seeds Bill of 2004 and
the Seeds Policy of 2002 to
incorporate the latest de-
velopments in the sector.
At a panel discussion as
part of the 13th NSC, the
experts also demanded
strategic interventions to
face the challenges faced
by the seed sector.

The Seeds Bill, intro-
duced in Parliament in
2004, was not passed due
to opposition from farm-
ers. Experts argued that
the policies must be in
tune with the contempor-
ary situation in the seeds
sector and the concerns of
farmers should be incorpo-
rated in the new policies.

oy

Experts say that seed certification standards in India are much

lower than international standards. pTi

“A balanced focus on inno-
vation, farmer empower-
ment, and policy reforms
can pave the way for a resi-
lient and globally competi-
tive seed industry,” said
Shiv Kumar Agarwal, re-
gional coordinator of Inter-
national Center for Agricul-
tural Research in the Dry
Areas.

Dr. Agarwal told The
Hindu that the Seeds Bill
needs to be reworked.

“The present Bill is 20
years old. Many things
have changed. But it can
still be sent to all stakehol-
ders so that issues raised
by farmers can be ad-
dressed. It is about work-
ing together. The public
sector — the government —
is good in science and the
private sector is very good
in taking science to the
farmers. So they must join
together to deliver the best

products to the farmers
who need them so that
they can use quality seeds
efficiently and affordably,”
Dr. Agarwal said.

Malvika Dadlani, former
Joint Director of Indian
Agriculture Research Insti-
tute, said the country’s
seed quality assurance sys-
tem was weak and should
be strengthened on issues
such as adhering to inter-
national standards.

“Seeds Act, 1966 and
Seeds Rules, 1968 have not
been revised. Our seed cer-
tification standards are
much lower than interna-
tional standards,” she said,
adding that the proposed
Seeds Bill was pending for
too long and the existing
National Seeds Policy had
also not been revised. “We
have to clearly define what
is a farmer seed and what
is a commercial seed. De-
fining them is very impor-
tant,” she said.

Scientists, industry demand passage of new Seeds
Bill, changes in policy

denfaet, 3T #r #Ar: A fis fFdws Fr aia e
1T, Aify F I fFar sw

e On the second day of the three-day National Seed Congress (NSC), scientists,
experts, and industry partners asked the Centre to revisit and modernize the Seeds
Bill of 2004 and the Seeds Policy of 2002 to incorporate the latest developments in the
sector.

AT o i et 3w (NSC) & gt &1, denfael, faahwa, 31k 3g@hr wmsieRt
o S §2004 F dier e 3 2002 #r A Afa A g @ 3R IryfAE @@ A
3dier A, arfer &7 # Tdaad Qea o enfAe fRar S @
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e Atapanel discussion as part of the 13th NSC, the experts also demanded strategic
interventions to face the challenges faced by the seed sector.

13dt NSC & Ueh Yarer ==t &, faQwait o dfer &1 qary |raAar &7 S @ gatfaat
AHAT oA & forw qorefifass gecaidl v o AT $|

e The Seeds Bill, introduced in Parliament in 2004, was not passed due to opposition
from farmers.

#ier fadas, 59 2004 & @@ & 9 fohar aram o7, fharer & Ry & #RoT 9T
sTer foRam I

e Experts argued that the policies must be in tune with the contemporary situation in the
seeds sector, and the concerns of farmers should be incorporated in the new policies.

faAwal 3 a& o & Nfaar e &7 & gawree Pufa & 3wy geh =@mfeT, ik
fraTet T I3t & A% Afaar F anffer forar ser arfigu)

e Shiv Kumar Agarwal, regional coordinator of International Center for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas, said a balanced focus on innovation, farmer

empowerment, and policy reforms can pave the way for a resilient and globally
competitive seed industry.

T FAR srrarer, JRTHT FW Iqaur Fg (Y@ &E1 A) & &g GoHeads o wgl
f e, fhara gafFasion, 3R Afd gurl w Fqfad eare e Jegd 3R ARaw
gfereaelf &7 3ezer & TES B @ T

e Dr. Agarwal told The Hindu that the Seeds Bill needs to be reworked.
ST, 30raTel o g g sarr fe e dgs F T & F197 F@m g

e The present Bill is 20 years old. Many things have changed, but it can still be sent to
all stakeholders to address issues raised by farmers.

FadA falT® 20 W WAT 1 FS Aol dcol TR §, Afher 3@ 3l ofr el
RTINS T AT ST Fehell § ATl FBraTel G@RT 3310 a0 Heal i Fafta fmar s
|

e Dr. Agarwal emphasized that the public sector (government) is good in science, while
the private sector is good at taking science to farmers.

1. A A SR eI & adefas &89 (@XR) [ 7 scor §, et @s a7
IEEIGRCIRE T:GIGED '~I§t4|o-\| o 3reor g
e Malvika Dadlani, former Joint Director of Indian Agriculture Research Institute, said

the country’s seed quality assurance system was weak and should be strengthened
on issues such as adhering to international standards.

HATAHT GEATeAY, RAT H I HEUT H d G fASUF, o ahgT fob o &
ST I[UTEET ITREATHA YU HHAGR § 3R 58 HaASET AT ol Telel el S
Heal W Asigd fhar S anfge|

e Seeds Act, 1966 and Seeds Rules, 1968 have not been revised.
#ier srfafae, 1966 3R fier e, 1968 = Tfara A&r fhar = &)

e The proposed Seeds Bill has been pending for too long, and the existing National
Seeds Policy has also not been revised.
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SEdTad dier fadas 1t o) FET d ofad g, 3R Aiser wsdr e dfifer ool
Tafea sgT forar = gl

o Malvika Dadlani emphasized that there should be a clear definition of farmer seed and
commercial seed.

AAAFT ggaet o I8 off SR fear i frae ie 3k sarawRs s 1 Tose gRemsT
gisi =fgul

‘GST spurring fresh tax terrorism’

Former Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian laments the GST Council has become a rate cutting and exemption
granting panel; expresses pessimism about rate simplification and hike prospects with States' Compensation Cess gone

Vikas Dhoot
NEW DELHI

ormer Chief Eco-
F nomic Adviser
(CEA) Arvind Subra-

manian, who authored an
official report on the ideal
15.5% revenue-neutral rate
for the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime, said he
is not very hopeful of a
simplification of the com-
plex, multiple-rate struc-
ture of the indirect tax, and
lamented that the GST era
has unleashed a fresh reign
of “tax terrorism” across
the country.

“We don’t just need ra-
tionalization, which we do
need, but we need an in-

‘GST spurring fresh tax terrorism’

GS Paper lll: Economy

Ground reality: Mr. Subramanian said unless GST rates are raised
on some items, revenue growth will be a challenge. M. VEDHAN

crease in the rate. We
brought the rate down
from 15.5% to 11% but the
GST Council has become a
Council that only discusses
rate cuts. It has become a
rate cutting committee and
an exemption granting

committee, and part of it is
because of the of the com-
pensation [to States] that
happened, they became
very lax but that phase is
over,” he noted on Friday.
Speaking at a session on
“The GST Story: Whither

Next?”’, hosted by the
Centre for Policy Research,
Mr. Subramanian said un-
less tax rates are raised on
some items, revenue
growth will be a challenge.

“We thought the advan-
tage of the GST Council is
that, because if States were
handling this on their own,
if they raise rates, they
would face political costs.
In the GST Council, you
can always blame the GST
Council for raising rates,
and that political economy
dynamic hasn’t worked
out. And T am very despon-
dent,” he remarked.

Citing people’s expe-
riences with the GST re-
gime, Mr. Subramanian

ANTHD 7S FT HAFAIE F TI1ET & T@T

e Former Chief Economic Adviser (CEA) Arvind Subramanian, who authored an official
report on the ideal 15.5% revenue-neutral rate for the Goods and Services Tax (GST)
regime, expressed concerns over the complexity of the multiple-rate structure and the
rise of “tax terrorism” under GST.

Ud &7 AT TARHR (CEA) 3Rfde gogHiraH, forgid a¥d Ud IdT &R (GST) AT &
foTQ 31me=f 15.5% IoRa-de® G R T AMYBTRG RUIE daR ot off, 3 Sheadt & dgd HR

3TdaTe & Tg 3R Tg-ax WA BT Sfead WR fofdr sgad &1
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said something about the
GST has encouraged exces-
sive tax demands. “In the
Indian system, tax terro-
rism and excessive de-
mand was always a feature,
but under the GST, it
seems to have gone up. I
don’t understand this fully,
but I think because the GST
gives more data, people
think that governments
think that they have grea-
ter legitimacy, because so-
mehow they have more da-
ta and they say, ‘Oh, there’s
more evasion’.”

This ‘tax terrorism’ that
the GST has introduced is
something that ‘we really
have to focus on’, the form-
er CEA cautioned.
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e He lamented that the GST Council has become a body that only discusses rate cuts
and exemptions, particularly after the compensation to States phase was over.

3egiel HHHE ST o Seadt aReg dhael g & F#T 3N ge W ==l H arelr

TEAT 9F TS &, WEHT I AT Y FIHTG &4 T &R FATC g 1T
e Mr. Subramanian highlighted that unless tax rates on certain items are raised, revenue
growth will be challenging.

A GEEATORIT & g I 6 AR To awg WA g0 F gefr ot v e g,
TeTEa FEfer Feteqot grem

e He also stated that the GST Council was expected to help States raise taxes without
facing political costs, but the political economy dynamics have not worked out as
expected.

3egial Ig o gl o Siewdt aRwe @ Ig 37l ot for e 3 & gefr e foer
TSt ST &, Afehel Totelifcieh 3rdegaedr & aifdelierdr JeTeaR iH g Y
gl

e« Mr. Subramanian criticized the GST regime for encouraging excessive tax demands,
which he referred to as "tax terrorism."

A GIEATOIA =1 SICHEY SqTEUT BT el HI §U el foh Tg 3cAfteh FT A
T ordl el 8, [ 3egial " HTeishare Tl

e He explained that the increase in tax demands under GST may be due to the greater
availability of data, which makes governments feel they have more legitimacy to claim
tax evasion.

3ogiel FHSAT foh SIUHET & TEd Y AFN H e T HRUT S &l 3T &l
il &, ST TLhRT T T§ AGHH AT ¢ foh 3eTeh I T TRT & arar dhlsl i
3o derar F

e Mr. Subramanian warned that “tax terrorism” under GST is a serious issue that needs
to be addressed.

A GIgATOG o Adra=1 &1 T Aeady & g " Arddhare U TR FHEEdm & 5h
qeIed far S arfgul
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Bangladeshi politicians urge calm
after sectarian clash raises tension

BNP secretary general condemns unrest, attributing it to a ‘defeated fascist group’; Jamaat leader echoes concerns about

destabilisation, while Hefazat-e-Islam demands a ban on ISKCON, alleging that it is a front to return Sheikh Hasina to power

IGS Paper II: India-Bangladesh Relati

Agence France-Presse
DHAKA

angladesh’s leading

political ~ parties

have called for
calm following widespread
unrest in the country trig-
gered by the killing of a la-
wyer during clashes bet-
ween Hindu protesters and
security forces.

Public prosecutor Saiful
Islam Alif died on Tuesday
as angry supporters of out-
spoken Hindu leader Chin-
moy Krishna Das Brahma-
chari - arrested for
allegedly disrespecting the
Bangladeshi flag during a
rally — battled with police
when he was denied bail.

Religious relations have
been turbulent in the Mus-
lim-majority nation of 170

Ongoing unrest: Members of Hefazat-e-Islam during a protest rally
demanding a ban on ISKCON in Dhaka on Friday. AFP

million people since stu-
dent-led protests in August
toppled ex-Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, who then
left to neighbouring India.
The Bangladeshi Nation-
al Party (BNP) and Jamaat-
e-Islami — Ms. Hasina’s two
main opponents during

her 15-year tenure — have
urged restraint.

BNP secretary general
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alam-
gir was quoted on Friday
by the daily Prathom Alo as
having said that a “defeat-
ed fascist group” was be-
hind the latest flare-up, a

reference to Ms. Hasina’s
Awami League.

Shafiqur Rahman of Ja-
maat blamed the ongoing
unrest on a “vested group
plotting to destabilise the
country”.

Street protests have
nonetheless been called to
demand a ban on the Inter-
national Society for Krish-
na Consciousness (ISK-
CON), that Mr. Das
reportedly belonged to.

Hefazat-e-Islam, a col-
lective of Islamic seminar-
ies, held a rally on Friday
to demand the group’s pro-
hibition, alleging it was a
front to return Ms. Hasina
to power on behalf of In-
dia, her ousted govern-
ment’s biggest benefactor.

However, ISKCON de-
nies any connections to

Mr. Das. “We expelled
Chinmoy long before the
case was filed against him
for breaching ISKCON’s
discipline,” the group’s
Bangladesh president Sa-
tya Ranjan Barai said.

Meanwhile, Bangla-
desh’s financial authorities
have ordered freezing for
30 days the bank accounts
of 17 people associated
with ISKCON, including
Mr. Das, according to me-
dia reports.

Bangladesh Bank’s Fi-
nancial Intelligence Unit
(BFIU) sent these directives
to different banks and fi-
nancial institutions on
Thursday, suspending all
types of transactions in
these accounts, Prothom
Alo reported.

(With PTI inputs)

Bangladeshi politicians urge calm after sectarian

clash raises tension

gEdeelY AdHt F FYeIRE BT & 9 enfa s41T
@A &1 rdeT

« Bangladesh’s leading political parties have called for calm following widespread
unrest in the country triggered by the killing of a lawyer during clashes between
Hindu protesters and security forces.

STEC T YA Isleiiceh qiical o &er # el 3RMfd & a1g nifd qare
TG 1 3rdiel HT g, S fég vedeenRal 3R grew et & & gsal & ke

Teh Tehlel T AT o HRUT Y& g‘él

e Public prosecutor Saiful Islam Alif died on Tuesday as angry supporters of outspoken
Hindu leader Chinmoy Krishna Das Brahmachari battled with police when he was
denied bail.
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arF FRASF AP FEAH el A FAAIR I A ST F7a1S o9 Tiley g Aar
R Fvo1 a0 FEra & IHRT TF gfow ¥ A5 970, 59 3% AT e
ar arg o

o Religious relations have been turbulent in the Muslim-majority nation of 170 million
people since student-led protests in August toppled ex-Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who then left to neighboring India.

170 FAfer i A AReH-age & A A H BH-Aqead qTe Gediel & S aifAs
ot & 3YA-U W ¢, o0 qF v AW g w7 3@1s el 3R 9 5HS a6
TSI R Tell TS|

e The Bangladeshi National Party (BNP) and Jamaat-e-Islami have urged restraint.
Firaneelt TS 9t (BNP) 3R STATG-U-3TaT#H & TIH 910 @A &1 31T Fr g

¢ BNP secretary general Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir was quoted on Friday by the

daily Prathom Alo as having said that a “defeated fascist group” was behind the latest
flare-up, a reference to Ms. Hasina’s Awami League.

BNP & #grfa fAST ®Ese e AR o YFHAR F ok G437 37l Y S
f& “qufora wrtadY Feqg” e B & NS ar, Tg dest sieret geliem A srarr ofer

T

e Shaqur Rahman of Jamaat blamed the ongoing unrest on a “vested group plotting to
destabilise the country.”

STHTA o ATFT TGATT o1 & H ST AT T QY Ueh “Faredff woqg o &t o &t
R F & & wiforer &1 @1 & e

e Street protests have nonetheless been called to demand a ban on the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), that Mr. Das reportedly belonged to.

o off, SexeeTa WHTSEr B FI FIRFHEAT (ISKCON) TN FfATer sfemet dr AT
I I Fseh W Fedel Jellt 1T &, 5T A e HAd &9 4 aifder I

o Hefazat-e-Islam, a collective of Islamic seminaries, held a rally on Friday to demand the
group’s prohibition, alleging it was a front to return Ms. Hasina to power on behalf of
India, her ousted government’s biggest benefactor.

FCBOIAA-U-FEATH, Toh SEATAS HEIHT HE, o AR I FHE TR FldSEr ot dhr
HIIT Y oY Teh Vel AT 6T, RIT e g0 foh 75 Aliwelt g¥ian 1 6Ra
gt & &7 & TaOr & a9 o= HT T AGT AT, S 3eThT 3QMEY IS TIHR FHl
a8 937 qAYH g

e However, ISKCON denies any connections to Mr. Das.

gTeliteh, ISKCON & 4t erq & forel off doer & gaiahR foham &

o “We expelled Chinmoy long before the case was filed against him for breaching
ISKCON’s discipline,” the group’s Bangladesh president Satya Ranjan Barai said.

HHE & SIS 3ETLT Hed {oiel OIS o hgl, ‘GHA enyg &l Igd TEe s ad
X feam ot 588 gl F 3T T ISKCON & 3T T 3eoited il & faw

ATHST SRR A Srar)”

¢ Meanwhile, Bangladesh’s financial authorities have ordered freezing for 30 days the
bank accounts of 17 people associated with ISKCON, including Mr. Das, according to
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media reports.

58 oI, STy & R srftewRat 3 ISKCON & 53 17 @t & d% @ral &1 30 =t
& T shieT e &1 ey feam g, fowsd o arw of enfAer €, Afsar Raret &
ITER|

Bangladesh Bank’s Financial Intelligence Unit (BFIU) sent these directives to
different banks and financial institutions on Thursday, suspending all types of
transactions in these accounts, Prothom Alo reported.

TeaRey 3% fr R givar s#1§ (BFIU) @ AR &1 [affieer dent 3R fadiiar deumet
A ¥ AT A, 57 @Al A G TR F ¢ A Aefad & &2, vy srara
Rare fRam)

International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON)

Core

ISKCON, popularly known as the Hare Krishna movement, was founded in 1966
by A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada in New York City.
ISKCON, & &t @eur stigrer o a8 & off I wrar 8, 1966 # . €, wiwagta Tt T9ure gre
=ates ot § wentfua femat mam om
It is based on the teachings of the Bhagavad Gita and the Srimad Bhagavatam,
focusing on the worship of Lord Krishna.
FE WS AT SN TSI o USRI W T § T S oot 6l IS LA hisd HL 2l
The movement aims to promote the principles of Bhakti Yoga (devotional service) and
create a global community that fosters spiritual enlightenment.
T SIS T 3ev Witk TR (With TaT) o fagidl sl Serar a7 31X smeanferss Yate s Sgrar o JTe Uh
Afersh wHER ST 21

Beliefs and Practices
The central philosophy revolves around chanting the Hare Krishna mantra:
Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare,
Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare.
SEHT Sha 1 B HOUT WA HT ST HLAT 2
T, T, T W, W
Emphasis is placed on a vegetarian lifestyle, simple living, and the cultivation of
spiritual knowledge.
ITRTEY S9!, BT Sita 3T eatfcqss I 6t iy ot SR fe= mam )
The practice of daily worship (Arati), study of scriptures, and participation in
congregational activities like kirtans are essential components.
&R ueT (STRelt), it o Ster S i S wmfee fafafe & wwr T wec Heek B

Global Presence

ISKCON has a presence in over 150 countries with more than 800 temples, schools,
and farm communities.

ISKCON =1 150 & eiferes Jwit & 800 & stferes wifedi, T, 3R wrd wwper & aner afiss sufdurf 21
Prominent temples in India include the ISKCON Temple in Vrindavan, Mayapur
(West Bengal), and the Lotus Temple in Delhi.

R § @ wfel 7 dgre @ ISKCON wifer, wramay (ufem smmmer) ofi faeett w6 wwer wfew e 21
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Educational and Cultural Contributions
e ISKCON runs schools and colleges promoting Vedic knowledge and character

development.
ISKCON afés 31 3fR =fer fmfor &t sreren 37 aret ¥het i hieist sl 2

o Festivals like Janmashtami, Radhashtami, and Rath Yatra are celebrated with

grandeur, drawing millions of devotees.
THTEHT, TRTHT 37T 790 ATAT S8 AR WodT o 1 TH1T ST 8, ST Ral Hehl bl STTehiSd hid 2l
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Stronger and surer after Olympiad gold,
Vantika devotes herself to the 64 squares

Not having to expend her energy on academics any longer, the 22-year-old is spending a lot more time on chess. An improving multi-format player, she has
set her sights on becoming a Grandmaster and augmenting her collection of medals

é®

aternal pride is writ large on Sangee-

ta Agrawal’s face as she speaks about | |wasso
how she prepared her daughter for | shocked.

: the Chess Olympiad. “I made her | Apq afier
play in 28 tournaments,” she says from the winning the
players’ lounge of the Tata Steel Chess India tour- 5
nament at Kolkata. [gold] medal

Her daughter, Vantika Agrawal, doesn't have a | atthe
sponsor, so that meant spending an awful lot of | Olympiad].1
money. It proved money well spent. received

& messages
Starring role and calls
Not only did Vantika play a starring role in the In- from
dian women’s triumph at the Olympiad in Budap- o
est in September, she also won the individual gold | €VETYOne.
on the fourth board. When India’s players on the | Nothinglike
top two boards, D. Harika and R. Vaishali, strug- | that has ever
gled a bit, it was the consistently superb efforts by | happened to
Vantika and Divya Deshmukh that helped the wo- | me

men win the team gold, as they replicated the
great victory by the men’s team.

The Olympiad could very well prove a turning
point in Vantika’s career. She is not just a stronger
player, she is a more confident player. She is
spending a lot more time on chess, not having to
spend her energy on academics any longer. And
she is also getting better as a multi-format player.
That was evident earlier this month at Kolkata,
where she finished third in the rapid section and
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fourth in the blitz (she had tied for third but had |
an inferior tie-break score).

She had begun as the 10th seed in a field of 10
in both sections, and did better than all the other
Indian women — Koneru Humpy, Harika, Divya
and Vaishali. She proved herselfin a field that con-
tained players such as three-time World blitz
champion Kateryna Lagno, Alexandra Kosteniuk,
Valentina Gunina and Aleksandra Goryachkina.

Vantika isn’t entirely happy with her showing,
though. “It would have been nice if I could have
finished third in the blitz too,” says the 22-year-old
from Noida. “I'lost some games that I had winning
positions in, otherwise I could have done much
better.”

She couldn’t have hoped to do a lot better at
the Olympiad, though. Yes, there was a crucial
game in which she snatched a draw from the jaws
of victory, and that made her feel terrible.

Vantika showed character to bounce back after
her draw with Alicja Sliwicka in India’s match with
Poland. It was her blunder with the queen on the
56th move that turned her game into a draw and
ended India’s great winning streak that had
stretched to seven matches.

“I knew I let my team down, and there is no
worse feeling than that,” Vantika recalls. “That po-
sition was in front of my mind’s eye all the time;
my blunder, Qe4, haunted me. Whatever I did, my
mind was filled with that position, even while I
was taking a bath, or travelling on the bus.”

Recovering in style

She is grateful that her mother was with her. San-
geeta has sacrificed her career as a chartered ac-
countant to act as Vantika’s travelling companion
ever since she started playing chess as a seven-
year-old. “She was telling me how well I handled
pressure and things like that,” says Vantika. “That
helped.”

Her results at the Olympiad prove it. In the fol-
lowing rounds, she won two and drew one, ensur-
ing that the Indian women lived up to their top
billing. “Those games were important for our
team, and if I hadn’t done well, it would have been
disastrous,” she says. “I was delighted that I could

@PATRIOTICIAS
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oo

My brother and I went to the chess room
one day and we were attracted. We told our
mother that we wanted to learn it. She
enrolled us in an academy. In the first
tournament I played,  won a prize. Then |
kept winning medals at all levels

win my game and the match against Azerbaijan.
We could thus win the gold.”

She also won the individual gold on the fourth
board, which was actually what she was dreaming
of before the Olympiad. “I wanted to win the team
and individual gold medals,” she says. “It wasn't
easy handling the pressure as we were the top
seed.”

She says she was happy to play on the fourth
board. The decision to field Divya on the third
board also worked. “She was higher rated than
me,” says Vantika. “Playing D. Harika and R. Vaish-
ali on the top two boards also made sense as they
are solid players. In the Asian Games, too, I had
played on the fourth board and had scored
heavily.”

Vantika wasn't quite prepared for the reaction
back home to India’s stunning victory in Hungary.
“I was so shocked, in fact,” she says, smiling.
“Some of my college friends, who don’t even
know anything about chess, texted me that they
were watching the live streaming of the Olympiad
and were wishing me for my next game. And after
winning the medal, I have received messages and
calls from everyone — my college friends, school
friends, my school teachers, my dad’s friends, col-
leagues... My mom and dad were constantly get-
ting calls, too. Of course, nothing like that has ever
happened to me.”

Nothing like that has happened before in Indian
sport — India emerging as the world champions in
both the men’s and women’s sections at the same
time, that too against opposition from more than
190 countries. Vantika says the women’s team was
inspired by the men, who came up with one of the
most dominant shows in the history of the Olym-
piad as they won the event by a margin of four
match points, winning 10 matches and drawing
the other.

“The men were magnificent,” she says. “And
Arjun Erigaisi and D. Gukesh were brilliant. I think
it was a great decision to play Arjun on the third
board, fielding Gukesh on the first board was a no-
brainer. They both crushed the field.”

She says the women'’s team also benefited from
the decisions made by non-playing captain Abhijit
Kunte. “He also helped us with our openings and
motivated us when we were feeling down after the
match against Poland,” says Vantika. “And I think
the All India Chess Federation also did the right
thing by letting our seconds, Arjun Kalyan and
Swayams Mishra, travel with us. They contributed
a lot towards our preparation.”

The GM goal

Vantika’s goal now is to become a Grandmaster.
Only three Indian women have achieved that —
Koneru Humpy, Harika and Vaishali.

Her mother says she will have to play a lot more
open tournaments, as a player needs to make
three Grandmaster norms and attain a FIDE rating
0f 2500. She is on 2392, but a year ago she was on
2435.

“She isn’t getting invitations to good tourna-
ments,” says Sangeeta. “So we have to play in open
events wherever we can.”

How did it all begin for Vantika?

“My brother and I went to the chess room one
day and we were attracted,” she says. “We told our
mother that we wanted to learn it. She enrolled us
in an academy. In the first tournament I played, 1
won a prize. Then I kept winning medals at all le-
vels — Nationals, Asian, Commonwealth, world...”

She has no intention of stopping anytime soon.
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Stronger and surer after Olympiad gold, Vantika
devotes herself to the 64 squares

MNRATS Mes & a1 Asqd AR rcafaeard, afasr «
64 gaif 1 FATHT Fra

Not having to expend her energy on academics any longer, the 22-
year-old is spending a lot more time on chess.

PRSP W 3T Foll @Y o
T & FROT, 22 gy afaer
HE AT W SAGT AT faar
W@ B

e Animproving multi-format player,
she has set her sights on becoming
a Grandmaster and augmenting
her collection of medals.

Teh GURLNS A B &
Fq #, 3egiel ISATEET At 3R
379 UGehl T HIE ¢TIl a8
@r gl

e Maternal pride is writ large on
Sangeeta Agrawal’s face as she
speaks about how she prepared

her daughter for the Chess
Olympiad.

HIAAT AT & A W Aled H1 39 TI5¢ G@S & §, 99 T8 Ao 3efs &
foT 379elt 9E F R e F IR H gdrdr gl

e ‘I made her play in 28 tournaments,” she says from the players’ lounge of the Tata
Steel Chess India tournament at Kolkata.

"Hel 38 28 TACH A Well & [T gl oUT," I8 FreAshlar & <rel T a7 3f3ar
AT & sl & oSl @ &gl ¢l

o Her daughter, Vantika Agrawal, doesn’'t have a sponsor, so that meant spending an
awful lot of money. It proved money well spent.

3oToht 91, AT IraraTer, T FIg TSR AL AT, FAGT SHAT Aclerd AT o sgcd Fam
@—n‘rgmlugaa‘raﬁrﬂﬁagaﬂl
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* Not only did Vantika play a starring role in the Indian women'’s triumph at the Olympiad
in Budapest in September, she also won the individual gold on the fourth board.

afder & o Shder Rder 7 gendee & R 7 ard Afger o & Siia A
Fgcaqur dfAe e, afew @l 8 W cafFaera aMes o Sfhar
e« When India’s players on the top two boards, D. Harika and R. Vaishali, struggled a bit, it

was the consistently superb efforts by Vantika and Divya Deshmukh that helped the
women win the team gold.

ST HRA T MY ar S A ermst, 3. g 3R AR, dered, Fuw w W@ A, a9
aforet 3R A Sa@ & AR AR HIAR 7 Afgern & & A Mes Siiaa &

Heg I
e The Olympiad could very well prove a turning point in Vantika’s career.
el afaswr & FRIT & v Ageayot Als @rfea & w6 Bl
e She is not just a stronger player, she is a more confident player.
dg $ad Ueh Holgd oSl =61 ¢, Sfesh Teh HTeATaRardr f&ermsr ofr g1
¢ She is spending a lot more time on chess, not having to spend her energy on academics
any longer.

I 39 AR W AET AT 9T WY g, Fhifeh 3T 3o¢ G iAT HAT G 37Ter
AT AT @ FeAT G5l

e And she is also getting better as a multi-format player.
3R 98 TFH AcC-hiHe TR & T H Y sgaX & Wl gl

e That was evident earlier this month at Kolkata, where she finished third in the rapid
section and fourth in the blitz.
FE 5T AG BN YT A FoHIT H TYSC EIHT, SET Iogiel WS FAA H e w1
3R Rereer 7 <t v gred R

e She had begun as the 10th seed in a field of 10 in both sections, and did better than all
the other Indian women.

g el deed # 10 RanfEat & dra 108t W d w0 A 4F g5 A, 3R s @i
3T HRAT A3t & dgaX v foham|

e She proved herself in a field that contained players such as three-time World blitz
champion Kateryna Lagno, Alexandra Kosteniuk, Valentina Gunina, and
Aleksandra Goryachkina.

3egiel el AR #1 fareg o ARaer Fedier e, vawsisr Aeefags, ddfean
TferetT, 3R Ty MATFT S [Efsal & sR &1F & ge i Anad fha|

e Vantika isn’'t entirely happy with her showing, though.
gTeilfeh, aferet 319 Jedle & QO e g =& &

e “lt would have been nice if | could have finished third in the blitz too,” says the 22-year-
old from Noida.

"Ig 3TOT 8T 3R H fSeesr 7 off Iy T 91 31 9, Avwst dr 22 aufy afaswr
gl &l

¢ ‘I lost some games that | had winning positions in, otherwise | could have done much
better.”

Website: patrioticias.in
Telegram Channel: https://t.me/patrioticlAS




PATRIOTIC IAS: Near Rajbanshi Hospital, Paidleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Contact Number: 9971932488

"H o 0 AT gR T AN Pufd Siiaar & o, sezar & 3R 9gaR T Fhcd
Sk

e She couldn’t have hoped to do a lot better at the Olympiad, though.
gTell(eh, I8 HAAATS 7 FET TER A A 3FAIG AT R Fehell 2T

e Yes, there was a crucial game in which she snatched a draw from the jaws of victory,
and that made her feel terrible.

&, U Hgcaqul o o1 e 3 Sfid & g1 o o, 3R 58 38 g g0 AeqH

AT

e Vantika showed character to bounce back after her draw with Alicja Sliwicka in India’s
match with Poland.

gfasr A Nz & Wemh 9Ra & Fa F vfarsn Rafagwr & 17 31 R & a1¢ 9T
cHEH CEmr|

e It was her blunder with the queen on the 56th move that turned her game into a draw
and ended India’s great winning streak that had stretched to seven matches.

UE 3R 564 AT H Fdied & ATY HT 75 Tt oA, TT@ar 3T W 3T 7 seol fear
IR 9RT Fr AeeR T FAAt fr T A FTHR H FHTCT W =T

e ‘I knew | let my team down, and there is no worse feeling than that,” Vantika recalls.
"Het gt A7 T Al el ey R R, 3R sHd g 1S 3mE A e
HohdT," afdsr I1g FAT B

e “That position was in front of my mind’s eye all the time; my blunder, Qe4, haunted me.

Whatever | did, my mind was filled with that position, even while | was taking a bath, or
travelling on the bus.”

"gg Ul A feAmT & gAem Faa Al AN el Qed, A WA AT | v o &
AT, A AT 34T AT & T T 41, JgT ds b & g1 W o, a1 99 & I &
Tr A"

Recovering in style

AIER aTqHY

e Sangeeta sacrificed her career as a chartered accountant to act as Vantika's traveling
companion since she started playing chess at the age of seven.

AT &1 7 T & 37 H AR Welell YE A & a6 F afcdenr T Irar arefy & &9
H 39 IS THIBEC & HRAT Y AT 8T

e Vantika won two games and drew one at the Olympiad, securing India's gold medal.
gfaer o NaTE 7 ar #A i 3R v 37 fohar, o 9Ra 1 waot e e

e Vantika won the individual gold on the fourth board, which was her dream before the
Olympiad.
afaer a It aE W afFaera Faot S, S NEfas & gge 3w d9AT AT

e The Indian women's team, led by Vantika, secured gold against Azerbaijan.

afciept &1 3E[aTe H HRCAT Afgelm T & ITeREST & &elh Faot S|
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e [ndia won both the men's and women's sections at the same time, a historic
achievement at the Olympiad with participation from more than 190 countries.

HRA & Jeiiars # g9 3R Afgar aiat qoif & v @ ot Sivar, St 190 et & s
J & TIY T VA ISy gl

e Vantika was inspired by the men's team's performance, led by Arjun Erigaisi and D.
Gukesh.

afcrerT 1 g &9 & vede & oRom e, forwet areler oReted 3 &Y. aper e &

e The team benefited from the decisions of non-playing captain Abhijit Kunte and
support from Arjun Kalyan and Swayams Mishra.

e a1 R-Fad Feawr #{ha Fa & Aol ik srsler Feamr i e fa
SENE BB

The GM goal
SeH d8g

e Vantika aims to become a Grandmaster. Only three Indian women have achieved this
— Koneru Humpy, Harika, and Vaishali.

it &7 18T AR 9111 &1 Fad 3 ARAT AR & 38 ured FIT § — FA®
gFd, gle, 3R et

e She is currently rated 2392, but a year ago she was rated 2435.
g8 IIHAT F 239233 §, AfheT T AT Ugel 3aAhr YT 2435 ot

e Her mother says Vantika needs to play more open tournaments to earn the necessary
norms and reach a FIDE rating of 2500.

AT AT T Thgal ¢ & IfqaT A 3MaeTe A 3foid Fa 31K FIDE W 2500 wrea
e & AU 3R 31 3T AT Welel I AT Bl

e Vantika started playing chess after she and her brother were attracted to it at a chess
academy.

AT o QAT WereTT Y& fhar Sia @ 3R 3o o1S 38 U AT e 7
ITHT gul

e In her first tournament, Vantika won a prize, and she continued winning medals at all
levels — Nationals, Asian, Commonwealth, and world events.

I Uge A H, dfde S TR g S, 3R A Segia s, TRIATE, FiAedey,
3R faeg TR W F§ 95 S|

e Vantika has no intention of stopping anytime soon.

afcier o1 37801 IS SMeT AET & Tehel T
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